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Summertime!
T

he summer edition of the Rock includes
some awesome accomplishments, organizational news, a peek into the life of a Red Rock
ranger as well as updates on our favorite group of
reptiles – the Rock Stars.
Friends volunteers have contributed so much
to the preservation and maintenance of Red Rock
Canyon. One of our high-energy members, Susan
Murphy, was recently honored by the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) for her over-achieving
skills. Susan received the prestigious “Making a
Difference on Public Lands” award for her amazing volunteer commitment. Read more about her
on page 12.
There’s a summary of Friends contributions to
increase our threatened pollinators via harvesting
milkweed seeds and establishing monarch waystations throughout southern Nevada. Kristi Weeks,
Friends Executive Director, provides some of
the accomplishments (as well as some failures) on
page 16.
The Rock Stars are getting a new Habitat Coordinator this fall. Sue and Roger Kolar, chief tort
wranglers since 2010, are hanging up their blue

The mission of Friends of Red Rock Canyon is the preservation and enrichment of
Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area and the public lands of southern Nevada.

But at least it’s a dry heat.
booties and turning over the habitat keys to
Chelsea Conlin on October 1. Thank you Sue and
Roger! And a warm welcome to Chelsea.
Just for fun… Take a hike, learn some new
phrases to communicate with our foreign guests
and read a good book or two. It’s summer and we
all need to slow down and estivate a bit.
Have you ever wondered about some of our
BLM friends and coworkers? What motivates
them and how did they get to work at the “Crown
Jewel of the BLM”? Read about Ranger Kate
Sorom on page 20 and learn some interesting facts
about the secret life of an Interpretive Ranger.
And your membership matters! Friends members annually elect the organization’s officers as
well as approve the operating budget, cash reserve
policies and restricted spending accounts. The
board recommended budget, shown on page 9, will
be voted upon on September 15.
Thank you for everything you do to support
Friends of Red Rock Canyon. We’re looking
forward to seeing you at the annual meeting.

Friends of Red Rock Canyon - Expenses and Revenue through March 31.
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Go Knights Go!
Max and the rest of
the Rock Stars are so
proud to have this talented group of athletes
representing Las Vegas...

Annual individual membership is $25. Board
meetings are held on the second Tuesday
of each month and general membership
meetings are held quarterly. Time and
locations for the meetings may be obtained
by calling (702) 515-5360.

The Rocky Hockey
team can’t wait for
their chance to join the
incredible Las Vegas
Golden Knights team.

For more information visit our website at
www.friendsofredrockcanyon.org or find us
on Facebook.

The toughest part is
getting the Torts scheduled for practice on the
Red Rock Canyon ice
rink: it keeps melting.

Find and like us on facebook.

Our board - http://www.friendsofredrockcanyon.org/officers.php
Committee Chairs - http://www.friendsofredrockcanyon.org/committees.php
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Member Updates
Welcome to our newest members of the Friends of Red Rock Canyon family!
										
By Mary E. Labie

Volunteers dedicated to the preservation of Red Rock Canyon

Linda Allessandro		
Russell Colby			
Nancy Fisher			
Yang (Roy) Honan		
Kaitlin Knaup			
Lea Lucibella			
Anitra Patterson			
Erin Ryan				
Karen Smith			
Karen Zielinski

Allen Appleby		
Catherine Donaghy
Chuck Godman		
Sandy Kasko		
Courtney Knaup		
Barbara McCracken
Eric Peterson		
Andy Sehremelis		
Laura Thomlinson

Fred Aquirre
Spencer Fisher
Susan Gonzalez
James Klotz
Judy Leeson
Gary McDougall
Marie Richardson
Leslie Sehremelis
Patricia Matera Whalen

Save the Date! - September 15
The Annual Election Meeting will be held on Satuday, September
15, at Bonnie Springs Old Town Saloon. Members will be voting on
the 2018/2019 Operating Budget as well as electing the board president, vice president and director(s). See page 9 for more details.
There is no cost for the complimentary breakfast graciously
provided by Bonnie Springs but there will be a $3 gratuity fee
for pre-registered members and guests. Those attending without
pre-registering will pay $5 per person.
All funds collected will be paid to the wait staff
at Bonnie Springs who make sure that we have a
great time as well as a great meal.
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Watch for more details via email or U.S. Mail.

Sharon’s Slant
“T

  rooper: The Bobcat Who Came in from
the Wild” is the true story of Las Vegas author Forrest Bryant Johnson and his unique nineteenyear bond with an extraordinary cat.
During the summer of 1987 in the desert just
outside Las Vegas, Forrest Johnson rescued what he
thought was a full-grown domestic cat that was trapped in a devil
cholla. When he took the animal to
the veterinary clinic, Doctor Marg
told him that what he really had
found was a six-week old bobcat.
After Forrest and his wife Chiaki
nursed him back to health, they realized the bobcat they named Trooper
had definitely adopted them.
Life with Trooper was never dull.
Before they moved to a large horse
property, the Johnson’s had a fish
pond in their backyard. Although
Trooper would drink from the pond,
he never ate any of the fish. When
Chiaki scheduled a home visit from
a cat groomer, the man ran back to his truck when
he realized that his client was a bobcat. Although
he was becoming domesticated, Trooper refused to
move when a leash was put on him. When a greattailed grackle kept attacking him on his home turf,
Trooper knocked the bird to the ground, but didn’t
kill him. The bird never came back.
Trooper was free to explore beyond his owner’s
property. Over the years he brought home two abandoned cats. Little Brother became a permanent part
of the family, Trooper’s best friend and “all things
cat” student. Fat Face stayed with the Johnsons
long enough to get back to good health and then he
was adopted out. But cats and small birds are only
a few of the desert dwellers who crossed paths with
Trooper. He had exciting encounters with squirrels,
a kit fox, more abandoned domestic cats, a horned

By Sharon Schaaf

owl, a peacock, a desert tortoise, a raven, a Mustang
and a pack of coyotes.
Along with Forrest and Chiaki, you will get to
know Johnson’s daughter Teri who helps Forrest
manage his gift shop and desert tour businesses;
their property caretaker Herman; and Doctor Marg,
who became Trooper’s lifelong vet.
Each chapter begins with a
cat-related quote from authors
Henry David Thoreau, Will Rogers,
Charles Dickens, Sigmund Freud,
Mark Twain, Ernest Hemingway,
Albert Schweitzer and Edgar Allen
Poe. My favorite quote is from an
Old English Proverb, “Everything
in kitty’s world belongs to kitty.”
Janina Little with the Southern
Nevada Conservancy is holding a
Summer Book Club through September. Our own Friends history
of Red Rock Canyon, “Seekers,
Saints and Scoundrels: The Colorful Characters of Red Rock Canyon” will be the
topic of August’s discussion. The group will meet on
Wednesday, September 12 to discuss “Trooper: The
Bobcat Who Came in from the Wild” as the Summer
Finale book.
The calendar on the back page of the Rock
includes the complete list of dates and discussion
books for the Summer Book Club. Registration is
required! Call 702-515-5367 to reserve your spot.
“Trooper” is available in the Elements Gift and
Book Store in the Red Rock Canyon Visitor Center
and on Amazon.
Let me know if you have a suggestion for a book
review. Send your ideas to
news@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

Summer 2018
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Friends of Red Rock Canyon
By Kristi Weeks

Photos by John Asselin

Volunteers dedicated to the preservation of Red Rock Canyon

T

he Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
hosts three community volunteer events
each year. National Public Lands Day and Make
a Difference Day take place in the fall and Red
Rock Day is scheduled to coincide with Earth Day.
To make these events successful, BLM partners
with REI and the nonprofit organizations Southern
Nevada Conservancy (SNC) and Friends of Red
Rock Canyon. Red Rock Day was held on April
21 at the First Creek Trail within the Red Rock
Canyon National Conservation Area.
With over two
million visitors a
year, one of the
most disturbing
trends experienced
at Red Rock Canyon
is the increase in
intentional damage,
specifically graffiti
applied to cliff faces
Claire Desmond Ward and volun- and boulders within
teer attack a graffiti panel.
Red Rock Canyon.
Unfortunately, First
Creek Trail is heavily impacted by graffiti on a
regular basis. Forty-seven volunteers, as well as
eight staff members from the BLM, participated in
this event to clean graffiti off boulders.

Food and water is always provided at volunteer
work day events as a way to say “thank you” to
the community members who come out to help.
The day began with coffee, juice and donuts generously provided by Ashley Lee of REI. Friends coordinated the event registration and provided swag
bags to event participants. The SNC staff assisted
with registration, as well as staffing an Earth Day
education table for volunteers and hikers.
BLM staff,
team leaders
and community volunteers
formed six teams
and successfully
cleaned approximately 25 graffiti
sites along the
First Creek Trail.
An additional
team removed
Wyatt Mulvey and KC Craven removing
one mile of old
fencing and cable.
cable and eight
fence posts. After the work concluded, Friends
provided sandwiches, fruit, chips and cookies for
the hard-working volunteers and staff. Volunteers
donated more than 239 hours, including event
preparation, for this successful day.

What can you do
to help reduce graffiti within Red Rock
Canyon? You can
join Friends’ Graffiti Removal Team
and help us keep
Red Rock Canyon
a graffiti free zone.
Since 1997, the Graffiti Removal Team
has donated nearly
2,400 hours of their
time and talents to
eradicate the blight.
According to Graffiti Team Lead Peter Sbraccia,
the areas that experience the most damage include
trails at Oak Creek, First Creek and Ice Box, along
with all of the Calico Basin and Red Springs sites,
especially the climbing areas.

You can also help by sending your vandalism
photos and the GPS location (use
UTM NAD 83) to: preserve@
friendsofredrockcanyon.org. Do not
confront anyone you see or suspect
of this crime but do note details to
provide to BLM Law
Enforcement officers.

The Graffiti Removal Team works with the BLM
to compile an inventory of graffiti damage and
schedules volunteer workdays outside of summer
months to remove the damage. Become a member
of Friends of Red Rock Canyon and support our
ongoing efforts at preserving and protecting this
very special place.

Thank you to the following Red Rock Canyon
staff and volunteers who contributed to a very productive morning: John Asselin, KC Craven, Cody
Dix, Cory Gozar, Cal Howell, Shelby Johnson,
Janis Kadlec, Joe Kotecki, Tom Lisby, Wyatt Mulvey, Susan Murphy, Peter Sbraccia, Penny Sinisi
and Kristi Weeks.

Friends also will provide a $1,000
reward for information leading to
the arrest and conviction of anyone defacing Red Rock Canyon
National Conservation Area.

Peter Sbraccia eliminating graffiti
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By Pat Williams

O

ne of the nice things about
being a Friends of Red
Rock Canyon member is that
you have a large say in how the
organization operates. Friends
members annually vote on officers, the operating budget as
well as special projects funded
by your contributions.

Volunteers dedicated to the preservation of Red Rock Canyon

A

There is one area you shouldn't miss.
About in the middle of the preserve,
there is a bridge that goes out to a viewing platform to see wading birds. I have
seen so many different species here.
There are some benches so you can take
some photos or just rest. Across the
road from the beginning of the bridge
walk, there is a manmade aerie for birds
that build nests higher up.

s temperatures heat up, a
morning hike on a flat surface
is an inviting change from hiking in
the mountains. The Henderson Bird
Preserve fills the bill perfectly. The
Preserve is made up of many settling
ponds for the city of Henderson's
water treatment facility. Most of the
trail is graded dirt and you can make
your hike as long as you want. There
is a sign in sheet in the visitor center.
Be sure to sign out so they know their
visitors have departed.

At another pond there is an island
that draws a number of birds like heron
Great Egret
seeking the safety of the island. If you
have any questions about the birds you
The birds and animals you see
vary with the season. While waterfowl are there in see, there are photos and books in the Visitor Center
to help you out along with volunteers who are willthe summer, spring and fall are the prime seasons
ing to answer questions. If you have a photo on your
to see migrating birds stopping for water and a
phone or digital camera, they'll look at it and identify
rest. It's also a place to see rabbits, roadrunners,
the bird.
and other land animals.

The Annual Meeting and
Election, to be held on September 15, will include updates on
our year-to-date accomplishments, electing a president,
vice-president and two directors
as well as voting on the boardrecommended general operating
budget. We will also be voting
on the cash reserve policy and
three special funding categories that are separate from the
operating budget.
Additional details and the
meeting time will be mailed to
members in August.

INCOME ITEMS
Savings Account
License Plate Revenue
Sales Coin Machines
Advertising
Membership Dues
Merchandise Sales
Walkway
Other Donations
Donation Boxes
Grants
Interest Income/Credit Card Rebate
Banquet Sales/Raffle Tickets
Donations - Bus Grants
Photo Contest
Restricted Income Accounts
REI Gift Wrap
Reimbursed Expenses
TOTAL INCOME

$69,265
65,000
32,075
22,000
18,000
8,350
8,000
7,825
7,200
2,000
1,750
1,500
1,350
1,200
1,000
600
615
$247,730

Cash Reserve Policy: Friends of Red Rock
Canyon shall maintain a cash reserve of no less
than $100,000. The funds are intended to be used
for emergency purposes and may only be released
with membership and board approval. Note:
FORRC has $25,000 in a Money Market Account
and three (3) $25,000 Certificate of Deposits with
the Clark County Credit Union.

EXPENSE ITEMS
Administration
Canyon Clean Up
Communications
Computer Services
Cultural Resources
General Operating Fund
Graffiti Removal
Historian
Hospitality & Member Events
License Plate
Light Trail Maintanance
Magazine
Marketing
Member Services
Native Plant Team
Natural Resources
Photo Contest
Policy Review Committee
Procurement
Special Events & Work Projects
Tortoise Habitat
Tort Medical Fund
Transportation
Walkway
TOTAL EXPENSE

$112,770
1,000
2,300
14,000
500
35,645
500
50
5,975
5,500
1,100
25,575
2,250
2,225
4,000
1,200
1,990
100
5,050
10,000
2,000
500
12,000
1,500
$247,730

Capitol Improvement Fund: FORRC may spend up to $20,000 for Red Rock Canyon NCA capital
improvements/major improvements from the previous year’s License Plate Revenue. Funds not spent/allocated
from October 1, 2018 through December 31, 2019 will remain in the License Plate Account. This allocation is
separate from the Operating Budget and may only be spent/allocated by board vote.
Grants/Solicted Funds Policy: FORRC will apply for grants and other funding during the next fiscal year. If
additional funding from grants or other donations are received, the funds will be separate from the Operating Budget
and may only be spent/allocated by board vote.
Web Site Upgrade: Friends will allocate up to $15,000 from the previous year’s License Plate Revenue to
upgrade the existing Friends website. The site had its last major upgrade in 2003. Allocated funds will include
professional redesign and a test period. The target date for completion is October 1, 2018. Funds not spent/
allocated from May 12, 2018 through December 31, 2018 will remain in the License Plate Account.
This allocation is separate from the Operating Budget and may only be spent/allocated by Board vote.

Take a Hike (continued from page 8)

The overhead photo shows how the roads
around the ponds divide the preserve into areas
that are somewhat different. The track shown
in the photo was 2.3 miles. Some of the track
is missing, but you can see how to navigate the
preserve.

Viewing Platform
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Getting there: From U.S. 95 take Galleria
Drive and head east. Or, you can take Boulder
Highway and turn east on Galleria Drive. There
are some signs marking the entrance, but they
are small and I have missed the turn; but it's
easy to make a U-turn at the next street. There
is no entrance fee and plenty of parking.

Summer 2018
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Friends of Red Rock Canyon
Nature’s Connection (continued from page 10)

J
By Margie Klein

H

ere we go again - summer in the desert:
four months of 100 degrees and over. What
can we do while we’re estivating? This would be a
good time to learn a new language, or two or three.
Thousands of international visitors pass through
the Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area
every year. If you are a volunteer, it may help to
learn a few words from their languages in order to point out some
of the features of Red Rock.

There is one English term that all nature-lovers
should know: biophilia, which refers to a love of
life and the living world; it describes the connections that humans subconsciously seek with
other living things. The word was made popular
by American biologist, E. O. Wilson, in his book
by the same name. This is where the buzz-phrase
“nature connection” comes from.

ust for fun, here are some interesting terms from other languages that describe nature concepts:

Aloha aina (Hawaiian) – love of the land.
Shinrin-yoku (Japanese) – a visit to the forest for relaxation, also known as “forest bathing.”
Songimvelo (SiSwati, South Africa) – to care for nature.
Tenalach (Irish) – the relationship and deep connection with the land/air/water that allows one to
literally hear the earth sing.
Friluftsliv (Swedish) - “open-air living,” describing the ancient Nordic philosophy of outdoor life.
Waldeinsamkeit (German) - a feeling of forest solitude, being alone in the woods and a connectedness to nature.
Dadirri (Aboriginal Australian) - contemplation, deep inner listening and quiet awareness of creation that allows you to be at peace with yourself and come to a deeper understanding of the beauty of
nature.
Disclaimer: I am not a language expert and the UNLV Dept of Language was not available to oversee this work.

Volunteers dedicated to the preservation of Red Rock Canyon

Estivating:

Sadly, the Oxford University
Press has decided that a number
to pass the summer, of English nature-related words
Berlitz books and recordings
used to be the source for translaespecially in a state of are no longer relevant. The words
tions; but now it’s Duo Lingo,
removed from their dictionary
dormancy
Babbel and Google Translate, all
include: acorn, adder, ash, beech,
available online. Several sources
bluebell, buttercup, catkin, conker,
were consulted for the quick chart
cowslip, cygnet, dandelion, fern,
below. The languages chosen are listed as the ones
hazel, heather, heron, ivy, kingfisher, lark, mistlemost used around the world. It would be impostoe, nectar, newt, otter, pasture, willow. These
sible to cover all languages from each country,
words have been added in their stead: attachment,
as well as different dialects. Please note that the
block-graph, blog, broadband, bullet-point, cecontext of a term may be “lost in translation.” This
lebrity, chatroom, committee, cut-and-paste, MP3
chart attempts bare minimum communication as a
player, voice-mail. Maybe we should start adding
starting point for visitor interaction.
the foreign terms on the next page to our lexicon.
Select your member level: Individual:

_____ $25/1 Year

_____ $45/2 Years

				

Joint/Family:_____ $35/1 Year

_____ $63/2 Years

				

White Rock: _____ $125/1 Year

_____ $225/2 Years

				

Calico Hills: _____ $250/1 Year

_____ $450/ 2 Year

				

Turtlehead: _____ $500/ 1 Year

_____ $900/ 2 Years

				

Mt. Wilson: _____ $1000/1 Year

_____ $1800/ 2 Years

Credit Card Payment: _________________________________________________ Exp: ______
			

Type:

Visa

MasterCard

Discover

Mail form and payment to:
Friends of Red Rock Canyon 1000 Scenic Drive Las Vegas, NV 89161

(Continued on page 11)
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Friends of Red Rock Canyon
Susan: To groom Red Rock’s trailheads
and trails to preserve a well-maintained
look. Goals? That’s an easy one! I only have
three goals for any Light Trail Maintenance
event: (1) Make it look BETTER, (2) Be
SAFE and (3) Have FUN!
How have you gone about organizing
and managing the committee?
Susan: I submitted a proposal to Friends
after several years of noticing that the second Saturday of every month was just not
enough to maintain our trails. I kept thinking that “THEY” need to do something…
“SOMEBODY” needs to do something…
and decided that hey, I guess I could do
something!

Volunteers dedicated to the preservation of Red Rock Canyon

Please share a bit of your previous
professional life as a pharmacist prior to
retiring, as well as where you lived before
moving to Las Vegas.
Susan: I actually was born in Las Vegas, then lived in Ohio, Arkansas, Florida,
Arizona, California, Hawaii and Australia.
Intermittently, I kept coming back to Las Vegas where I’ve rooted for the past 32 years.
Before retiring six years ago, I was a pharmacist and worked at Sunrise and Mountain
View Hospitals, Talbert Medical Center and
Payless retail pharmacy. I also was a consultant for outpatient surgery centers and
physicians, and finally landed a dream job
with Medco Mail Order, where I stayed for
almost 15 years. In 1990, I received Nevada’s “Distinguished Young Pharmacist”
award in recognition of individual excellence and outstanding service to the profession of pharmacy.
When did you first encounter Red Rock
Canyon, and how did it influence your life?
Susan: I found Red Rock Canyon as a
hiker about 25 years ago. Because of the
area’s natural beauty, I was inspired to
photograph which meant I could actually use
my first degree, a BA in Art from UNLV. I

the Rock - Volume 8 Issue 4

also coordinated hikes with Sierra Club and
the Las Vegas Mountaineers Club.
Has volunteerism been a big part of your
life?
Susan: My volunteer life with Red Rock
has been about 10 years, but I became more
active in my six years of retirement. I volunteer because I’m proud of our conservation
area and I want to keep it beautiful. I get a lot
of use out of Red Rock; so it’s a win-win for
me to give back.

The proposal was accepted and the Light
Trail Maintenance committee received
an operating budget. Since we work with
BLM, they lend us a truck (after an online
defensive driving course is passed) to haul
supplies and load collected trash.
With a list of volunteer names from
Friends and BLM, I spoke with some on the
phone, texted some and emailed dynamic
promos to others.
One of the questions a Friends’ board
member asked when I submitted the pro-

Funny, I always thought volunteering was
something to be done after retirement when I
had more time. I volunteered here and there
while I was a wage slave, but now I have
more time. At first, I thought I volunteered
because I didn’t have a life. Now, I know that
volunteering IS my life, and I LOVE IT!

posal was: “How many volunteers do you
expect?” My answer was: “I’d be happy
with 10 to 12 volunteers.”
Never in my wildest dreams did I think
I’d end up with sometimes as many as 36
all cream-of-the-crop volunteers! As for
managing the large volunteer numbers, they
sign up on Volgistics (or call/text/email me
if Volgistics is too intimidating). That way I
know how many tools, snacks, water, etc. to
bring.
A week before the event, I send out an
email to volunteers who have signed up,
and I give them details on when and where
to meet for carpooling and where the work
location will be. I give them a heads up on
what kind of work to expect by giving annotated photos of potential work - raking trails,
lining trails with rocks where needed, garbage pickup, light pruning overgrowth that
obstructs trails, naturalizing social paths and
sweeping parking lots near our trailheads.
I let them decide the kind of work they
want to do, depending on how they feel that
day; and they’re free to switch out tools if
they want to try something different.
I suggest they wear a long sleeve shirt,
long pants, hat, sunglasses, sturdy full coverage shoes and to bring a small backpack
or fanny pack to carry personal items (since
we may end up working a mile from the
trailhead). I let them know that Friends will
supply all the tools, snacks, water, sunscreen
and the ever-popular safety briefing.
How do you recruit volunteers?
Susan: In addition to Friends and BLM, I
hike with various groups and do low-key recruitment while hiking. Sometimes I’m just
out monitoring trails (my favorite volunteer
gig) and people ask how they can help.

How did you first get involved with
Friends?
Susan: Just by volunteering, first with
Natural Resources, then with the Graffiti Removal Team, Red Rock Ambassador
Program, Native Plant Team, and finally with
Light Trail Maintenance, which I now lead.

What drives the volunteers you work
with?

What is the mission and goals of the Light Tim Smith, BLM Las Vegas District Manager, presentTrail Maintenance committee that you lead? ing award to Susan Murphy.

Photo by Tom Lisby

Susan: Our volunteers always go above
and beyond my expectations, and when I
compare my “Before” and “After” photos, a
tearful, proud smile comes across my face.
They never fail to amaze me! I’m not sure

what drives all our volunteers to do such a
great job, but I’d wager a guess that they
like seeing their results too.
Since taking over leadership of Light
Trail Maintenance, what has the group accomplished that makes a difference for Red
Rock Canyon?
Susan: Since January 2017’s inception
of Light Trail Maintenance, the trails and
trailheads look better for our two million
annual visitors. Hopefully, fewer hikers get

(Continued on page 14)
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Meet Susan Murphy (continued from page 13)

lost because of our methods of defining trails with
rock lining and naturalizing spur paths.
True, many of our trails still need a lot of work,
but since we’re LIGHT Trail Maintenance, we
don’t lift 50 pounds and work with mules (although I’ve considered renaming this group “Light
Trail Maintenance with Over-Achievement Tendencies”). We constantly get compliments from
hiking groups and individuals on how good the
trails look because of our work.
What are some of your favorite endeavors
along the trails?
Susan: Learning how to maintain our tools.
BLM Firefighter Jason Douglas, with help from
three other colleagues, gave us a Power Point
presentation and a hands-on workshop on sharpening tools.

Volunteers dedicated to the preservation of Red Rock Canyon

Learning the art of naturalizing social paths in
Lost Creek with long-time volunteer (teacher)
Larry Dunn.
Teaching how to keep water off a trail. Water
is the main source of damage (via erosion) to our
trails. I was delighted when a steep hill portion of
a trail off Moenkopi Road held up following a torrential downpour because of our work.
Having Peter Sbraccia teach us some graffiti removal techniques as part of our trail maintenance
in Willow Springs.
Teaching some trail-building techniques on what
was just a path connecting the Scenic Loop exit to
the Red Rock Overlook.
Can you share a few anecdotes about individual volunteers and their work along the trails?
Susan: Lisa Metzer-Gott stopped work for a
moment, spread her arms out wide and expressed
how wonderful it was to be volunteering in such
an overwhelmingly beautiful place.
Cory Gozar, a volunteer in her 70’s, is like a
cheerleader. She works hard and inspires others
to join her. She even recorded the sound of a Gila
monster so we’d know what not to go near if we
heard it (quite scary, actually!).
Sofia Castille, who often gets dropped off and
picked up by her husband, always has a beautiful
smile and pleasant demeanor. She works hard and

the Rock - Volume 8 Issue 4

only asks for a good Facebook photo!
We have several teams that show married couples really can have fun working together - Edie &
Kevin Cardiff, Rebecca & Howard Dukes, Beth &
Brian Schuck, Shari & Jeff Young, Karen & Mike
Evans, and Joan Urarro & Glenn Ritt.
Chelsea Conlin (aka “Hercules”) is usually (ok,
always) our youngest volunteer, ever eager to pitch
in whenever someone calls out “We need some
muscle over here!” She also makes a great batch of
vegan chocolate chip cookies!
What do you envision moving forward for
Light Trail Maintenance?
Susan: That we won’t be needed! Well, I can
dream! Mother Nature will make sure trail work
will continue. In the future, I plan to do more education. The volunteers will have a firmer grip on
seeing proper techniques for themselves and can
teach others.
What advice do you give newcomers about
volunteering?
Susan: Newcomers are encouraged to join us.
We always have several newbies. I think it’s a
good idea to introduce them by name and make
them feel welcome and immediately part of the
team.
We have a couple of companies (Timberland
Boot Company and Revzilla.com) that pay their
employees to work with us and they always send
new volunteers. It’s fun to see a wide range of
people whose lives are so varied on the outside, all
working together toward our common goals.
What do you see volunteers getting out of their
experience?
Susan: They not only get the “Before” and
“After” photos, but also pictures of themselves
having fun at trail maintenance. They like the
camaraderie of helping each other. I make sure
to remember their names and they appreciate the
recognition. They like the organization, as well as
the freedom to choose what they’d like to do.
When all is said and done, beyond the fact that
they (1) Made it look BETTER, (2) Stayed SAFE
and (3) Had FUN, I make sure they are dearly
thanked!

By Pat Williams

A

nother incredible photo contest has concluded at Red Rock Canyon. Images included
rare flowers, snowy mountains, blood moons, flash floods and some pretty amazing
wildlife shots. The submitted images of Red Rock Canyon were truly impressive.
The contest, finishing its 19th year,
accepts entries in early May and is an
incredibly popular display in the Visitor
Center Gallery through the end of June.
Thousands of Red Rock guests are able to
vicariously enjoy the hidden side of the
Canyon, courtesy of the photographers
who document their hiking and explorative experiences.
Another benefit of the photo contest is
the ability to use the contest images in the
Friends of Red Rock Canyon’s annual
“Visions of Red Rock” calendar. All submitted photos are eligible for inclusion
in this fund-raising publication and are
another way to share the experience and
beauty of the conservation area.
The 20th Annual Photo Contest will
accept entries the first weekend in May
2019. Contest rules and specific dates will
be available on our website in January.

Morning Sun
Gareth Pearson

Creative
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Carlos Manzo		
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Second Place		
Diane Frankenfield
Blood Moon 		
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Second Place		
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Courtney Knaup
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Hugo			
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Diane Frankenfield

Third Place
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By Kristi Weeks
Photos - Friends Archives unless indicated

I

t may surprise many people in Las Vegas,
but the monarch butterfly does indeed inhabit
Southern Nevada during migration.

Volunteers dedicated to the preservation of Red Rock Canyon

During the summer of 2015, Friends of Red
Rock Canyon decided to help the monarch butterfly by applying for a grant through the National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF). After eight
very busy weeks, Friends submitted an application to NFWF with the official title of “The Southern Nevada Milkweed Mapping, Seed Production
and Distribution Project.” The goals of the grant
included mapping milkweed plant locations, collecting milkweed seeds and planting milkweed
plants.
How do milkweed plants help the monarch butterfly?
Monarch butterflies will only lay eggs on milkweed plants as the plant is the only food source
for monarch caterpillars. The milkweed plant
provides all the nourishment the caterpillar needs
to transform into the adult butterfly. Unfortunately,
milkweed plants have been disappearing throughout their habitat. The cause? Habitat loss due to
land development and the widespread spraying of
weed killer on the fields where they grow.

NFWF awarded Friends the $135,346 grant in
September 2015. Now was the time to get busy,
recruit volunteers and get this project off the
ground. Friends contracted with Doyle Wayman as the project manager. The project name
was shortened to the Southern Nevada Milkweed
Project, or SNMP. The SNMP team organized
volunteers into several groups including those who
mapped milkweed plants in the field, those who
collected and cleaned seeds, greenhouse volunteers who propagated milkweed plants and data
entry volunteers.
After volunteer training was completed, three
Field Teams traveled throughout Southern Nevada
and located eight native plant species, including
Showy, Desert, Spider, Horsetail, Narrowleaf,
Davis, Rush, and Climbing. The Field Teams went
out twice a week, mapping and collecting data
at each plant location. The team collected and
cleaned seeds from plants within Warm Springs,
Pahranagat National Wildlife Refuge, Sandy Valley, Cottonwood Valley, Clark County Wetlands
Park, Spring Mountain Ranch State Park, Lovell
and Trout Canyons, Red Rock Canyon National
Conservation Area and the Bird Spring Range. The
table below describes the number of milkweed
seeds the SNMP team collected in 2015 and 2016.

From the beginning of the project through the
end of October 2016, the SNMP team:
• Conducted 43 Field Team sessions including
mapping and seed collection.
•
Had 24 greenhouse sessions with 22,500
seeds planted and 12,000 plants grown.
• Coordinated six sessions in the field with
more than 6,000 milkweeds planted thanks
to almost 150 volunteers. Unfortunately,
the plants had very high mortality rates.
The milkweed seeds were originally grown
in material made with earthworm casings,
Q-Plugs, which were a big attraction for
rodents and birds. Attracted by the earthworm odor, they dug
out and ate the plug
and sometimes even
the entire plant. The
larger plants grown in
potting soil did better,
although that process
took additional time and labor to complete.
Greenhouse propagation continued during late
winter of 2016 and early 2017 and new out-plantings occurred during March and April 2017. The
greenhouse sessions continued twice a week with
activities such as collecting seeds from the plants
in the nursery and surrounding area and cleaning
milkweed seeds. The plants that were propagated
up to this point were out-planted, with the remaining 3,500 plants in the greenhouse repotted and
moved to the outside of the greenhouse in semishade. These plants continued to grow until they
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were used in outplantings in the fall
of 2017.
During the
course of the
two-year project,
it was discovered
that there was a
lot of interest in
Seed Propagation in Nevada
creating pollinator
Division of Forestry Greenhouse
gardens throughout
Southern Nevada.
The out-plantings that took place in 2017 included
native pollinator plants in addition to milkweed
plants. Many connections and interest in pollinator gardens were made between the SNMP Team
and Master Gardeners, Green Our Planet, Faith
Lutheran Middle and High School, Red Rock
Audubon Society, Great Basin Water Company,
and the Bureau of Land Management’s Seeds of
Success program.
Glenda Bona was named as SNMP Program
Manager in July 2017; she and the team continued
to grow milkweed plants. Out-planting sessions of
both plants and seed were conducted from September through October. The fifth and final outplanting took place at the Clark County Cooperative Extension Botanical Gardens with the Master
Gardeners planting 100 pollinator plants, including
milkweed. The Botanical Gardens is experimenting with growing a wide variety of milkweed and
other pollinator attractors. The “Milkweed Trials” feature small groupings of milkweed planted
throughout the 3.5 acre Botanical Gardens.

Outplanting at Spring Mountain Ranch State Park
(Continued on page 18)
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Monarchs and Milkweeds (continued from page 17)

Overall, SNMP had a low success rate with milkweed planted in non-irrigated and
wildlife populated areas. The SNMP Team estimated that 95 percent of the plants
died either from lack of water or uncontrolled wildlife, particularly rabbits and wild
burros. However, out-plantings in areas that could be more easily monitored and had
a source of water had a much higher rate of survival.
Despite the challenges and setbacks, there were many positive outcomes from the
SNMP. The SNMP Team located and mapped a large number of milkweed plants and
collected well over a million seeds. A good replacement to Q-plugs for growing milkweed plants was found, the team collaborated with several partners and others in the
community to make this project a success, and seeds and plants were given to those
who will improve monarch butterfly habitats in Southern Nevada.
To obtain a copy of the final grant report, please contact Kristi Weeks, Executive
Director of Friends of Red Rock Canyon at 702-515-5366.

By Sue & Roger Kolar

I

t was such a crazy spring that the first tortoise didn’t come out until mid-March. Usually Betty comes out the first week of February,
but she must have
been stuck at the back
of a burrow. Willie
was the first one out
on March 12. Roxie,
our five year old,
two-pound tortoise
made it through the
Early bird Willie
winter. She snuggled
up next to Shelby in the deepest burrow. By the
beginning of April, all of the tortoises were out.

Volunteers dedicated to the preservation of Red Rock Canyon

It didn’t take long for the tortoises to warm
up and start eating. Volunteers feed the tortoises
every Wednesday and
Saturday morning through
the end of September. The
tortoises are waiting for us
at 8 a.m. when the Visitor
Center opens. If the weather is mild, they may take
an hour or more to finish
eating. If it’s hot, they can
clean their plates in half an
hour! Every Monday morning the volunteers soak the
tortoises. It’s always fun
The parade of hungry female
to see their colorful clean
Rock Stars greet the Tortoise
shells after a soak.
Habitat volunteers.

You may have heard that
we are retiring as Tort Team
Leads at the end of the season. We’re happy to tell you
that Chelsea Conlin will be
taking over in October. Chelsea is originally from upstate
New York and lived in Japan
and Kentucky before moving
to Las Vegas six years ago.
You probably already know
her as she’s volunteered
in the habitat and on other Meet Chelsea Conlin, incoming
Friends Teams at Red Rock.Lead for the Tort Team
We’ll be working together
for the rest of the season to make for a seamless
transition. The torts won’t even notice!

Did you ever wonder what the Rock Stars do after the
Visitor Center closes? They party with their friends!

photo by Chelsea Conlin

In early June, Chelsea
and Sue took Max to the vet for a check-up. Max
weighs 15 and a half pounds. The vet examined
him and he doesn’t have a bladder stone and is
in good health. He was actually good in the car.
Most tortoises think that it very unnatural to go
65 miles an hour!
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If you’d like to join the Tort Team, we’re having the last training session of the year in August.
Email us at torts@friendsofredrockcanyon.org for
more information.
We’ll see you in the habitat!
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By Glenn Ritt

“...there are those days that I get out of my car and I can smell the
cliff rose and see the sun shine on the sandstone escarpment and realize
that I am very blessed to come to work every day and experience the
beauty that surrounds me.”

S

Volunteers dedicated to the preservation of Red Rock Canyon

o, what does Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) Interpretive Ranger Kate Sorom do on
her day off?
Take a two-and-a-half mile walk
in the Calico Hills led by Friends’
President Tom Lisby, demonstrating
that Red Rock Canyon represents
more than a job; it’s a passion.
A passion that she always wants
to share with visitors – especially
young people.
A Las Vegas native, Kate grew up
as a ‘city kid,’ but one whose parents
frequently took the family camping
on Mount Charleston and at Beaver
Dam State Park on the Nevada-Utah
border. “I have always loved nature,
and the idea of being a park ranger
began when I was very little,” she
recalls.

outside and teach in a different way.
I just didn’t know how to go about it
at the time.”
After getting married, Kate and
her husband packed up for Reno
where she graduated from the University of Nevada with a degree in
Natural Resource Science, focusing
on forestry and range management.
“Trees and cows,” she jokes.
“Growing up in Las Vegas, Red
Rock Canyon was always a place I
thought would be neat to work at.
In high school, I went to the new
Visitor Center to talk with a Bureau
of Land Management official. “How
can I work here?” I asked her.
Ten years later, that same official
became Kate’s boss.

During those intervening 10 years,
Kate
worked summers at Nevada
She entered the University of
state
parks
as a seasonal aide. “This
Nevada, Las Vegas as an education
was
a
good
start to becoming a Park
Kate
on
the
back
patio
of
the
old
major, thinking she would become a
Visitor
Center
with
a
craft
class
Ranger, learning people skills, meetteacher. “But, I really wanted to be
for toddlers. Circa 1999
ing visitors from all over the world.”
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Kate leading the way for a school field
trip

After graduation, she returned
to Las Vegas and
worked with the
Red Rock Canyon Interpretative Association,
now part of the
Southern Nevada
Conservancy.
Two years later,
Kate was hired
for a permanent
part-time position
by BLM.

“Being an interpretative ranger is being a “Jack
of all trades and master of none,” she explains.
I meet people from all over the world and get to
introduce them to my Mojave Desert home - and
specifically Red Rock Canyon.
“I get to do this by having general conversations,
setting up interpretive table tops with hands-on
items and information, leading guided hikes and
speaking at community events.”
Her favorite role is as
Environmental Education Facilitator, arranging school field trips and
teacher workshops. “During the last school year,
Red Rock Canyon hosted
190 field trips for 9,658
students and 10 workshops
for 177 teachers,” she
noted.
There are two field
trip opportunities in Red
Rock Canyon. One is led
by rangers and the other
by teachers, who guide
students on one of four
recommended trails for
a nature walk and placebased learning activities,
explained Kate.

Ranger-led trips are based on student grade levels and are tied directly with their school curricula
to help teachers meet their classroom requirements. “We try to be a tool in their toolbox to help
teachers meet their educational goals for their
students,” said Kate.
“Another program I facilitate is the Naturalist Educator volunteer opportunity. This program
trains hike leaders, assistant hike leaders and tabletop interpreters. There are a number of requirements for each of the positions, the most popular
being the assistant hike leader,” she explained.
“A good number of students who come to Red
Rock Canyon on field trips have never been here
before. This is a new experience for them, and
sometimes new experiences can be scary and exciting at the same time.
“Some are experiencing the landscape of Red
Rock Canyon, the flora and fauna, for the first
time. They are learning that as visitors you need
to be on your best behavior as you would be when
others come to their homes. That’s because this
is the home of rabbits, lizards, birds, flowers and
much more.
“Many times students
say they will come back
to visit with their parents
or siblings, and we hope
that they do. But mostly,
we have planted a seed;
and hopefully it grows,
molding that student into
a good steward as an adult
and a caretaker of our
public lands,” said Kate.

Instructing students at Sandstone Quarry

As a naturalist and interpreter, Kate often works
with Friends of Red
Rock Canyon through its
generous transportation
grant program that she
emphasizes has “contributed greatly” to getting
students here.
(Continued on page 22)
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A Matter of Interpretation (continued from page 21)

“The organization and its volunteers have always been willing to help when needed. As all the
Friends know, our common mission is to preserve, conserve and protect the canyon for current
and future generations; not only the human kind,
but also the ‘critter and flowery kind’, she said.
“Friends of Red Rock Canyon as an organization
and its members make that happen every day and I
am so grateful for what they do directly for me and
for the entire conservation area.”

Volunteers dedicated to the preservation of Red Rock Canyon

Finding resources always is a challenge, especially in an era of budget constraints, but one program – Every Kid in a Park, launched in 2015 by
the U.S. Department of Interior, has allowed Kate
to increase outreach especially to fourth graders.
The program allows them and their parents to visit
public lands without paying a fee.

Kate at the Information Desk in the old Visitor Center (now
the Administration Building) in May 2004

“Many schools cannot afford or budget even
minimal off-site field trips, leaving teachers to find
alternate ways to get students out to experience
the areas in which they live. Many students and
their families don’t travel far from “civilization”
because they may not have the means to do so,”
she noted.
“Public transportation does not extend past city
limits, leaving much of the public land areas such
as Red Rock Canyon out of reach for them to experience on their own. But, Friends of Red Rock
approved funding for 60 buses during the last
school year. That’s almost a third of the number
of field trips that came out. Without that funding,
these students would not have had the opportunity
to experience Red Rock Canyon.”
Kate has had some kind of relationship with
Friends since she started working at Red Rock
Canyon 23 years ago.
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“I have been able to go into the schools and
share information on our Nevada State mammal,
the desert bighorn sheep. One such visit inspired
the 4th grade class at Garehime Elementary to
make a proposal to a Las Vegas City Councilman
that Las Vegas have its own city animal. These
fourth graders, soon to be fifth graders, will make
their proposal to the Las Vegas City Council in
September. “
Through the program, Red Rock Canyon and
Sloan Canyon National Conservation Areas have
issued more than 8,000 free passes. That represents more than 20 percent of Clark County
School District’s fourth-grade population.

Find yourself at
Bonnie Springs

Go back in time and discover
Old Nevada.
Group Events
Weddings
Petting Zoo
Trail Rides
World Famous Restaurant
Motel

5 minutes from Red Rock Canyon
a world away from the neon

“Many days, I take working at Red Rock Canyon for granted, I think about what I have to do
for the day, how much I need to get done,” Kate
confesses. “But then, there are those days that I get
out of my car and I can smell the cliff rose and see
the sun shine on the sandstone escarpment and realize that I am very blessed to come to work every
day and experience the beauty that surrounds me.
The day is always better at Red Rock Canyon.”
Even on a particular Sunday when she is officially
off work, but volunteering as Tom Lisby’s assistant
trail leader, sharing the Calico Hills with a new
group of amazed visitors.

Call 702-875-4191 to reserve your journey
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2018 Calendar of Events

Third Quarte
with Contact Informatio

Date

Event

What is it?

Contact

7/14

Member Recruiting Drive

Sign up at the Visitor Center

Mary Labie maryl@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

7/18

Summer Book Club

Kokopelli: Dream Catchers of an Ancient

Janina Little 702-515-5367

Canyon Club

Children's program exploring different natrual
history topics

Cody Dix 702-515-5367

World Ranger Day

Visit with rangers from various parks

Janis Kadlec 702-515-5380

Children's program exploring different natrual
history topics

Cody Dix 702-515-5367

7/18 &
7/25
7/27

8/1 & 8/8 Canyon Club
8/4

Tort Habitat Volunteer Training Learn about the best volunteer job at the Rock

Sue & Roger Kolar torts@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

8/11

Member Recruiting Drive

Sign up at the Visitor Center

Mary Labie maryl@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

8/13

Bus Grants

Transportation Grants Accepted through 04/06/19 busgrant@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

8/14

Friends Board Meeting

Meeting in the REI Community Room

info@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

8/15

Summer Book Club

Seekers, Saints & Scoundrels

Janina Little 702-515-5367

8/18

Owl Awareness Day

Information table in the Visitor Center

Jim Cribbs 702-515-5365

8/23

Public Meeting

All the latest from the Rock

Catrina Williams 702-515-5350

8/31

Red Rock Campground

Reopens for the season

702-515-5350

9/3 &
9/17

Light Trail Maintanence

Defining and maintaining the trails

Susan Murphy susan@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

National Hummingbird Day

Information table in the Visitor Center

Jim Cribbs 702-515-5365

Canyon Cleanup

Neat Freaks rejoice and join the fun!

Liz Carmer ccu@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

9/6
9/7 &
9/21
9/8

EGO Teacher Workshop

Explore the Great Outdoors

Kate Sorom ksorom@blm.gov

9/8

Natural Resource Workday

Trail repair or improving Red Rock

Wyatt Mulvey nr@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

9/8

Member Recruiting Drive

Sign up at the Visitor Center

Mary Labie maryl@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

Native Plant Team

Can you dig it? Join the team and make it green

Shari Young npt@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

9/11

Friends Board Meeting

Meeting in the REI Community Room

info@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

9/12

Summer Book Club

Trooper: The Bobcat Who Came in From the Wild

Janina Little 702-515-5367

9/15

Annual Member Meeting

Election of officers and budget vote

info@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

9/22

National Public Lands Day

Fee Free Day on Public Lands

9/24

Tortoise Habitat

Last Tort Soaking Day before Brumation

Sue & Roger Kolar torts@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

9/29

Tortoise Habitat

Last Tort Feeding Day before Brumation

Sue & Roger Kolar torts@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

9/29

NPLD Volunteer Event

Paying back and keeping up

Cal Howell 702-515-5350

9/10 &
9/24

