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Olly Olly Oxen Free!

Come out, come out, 
wherever you are!

At press time, only 
Willie had emerged from 
brumation. The unusu-
ally warm January was 
followed by a very cold 
(hey, it’s all relative) 
February and March. 
All of the Rock Stars are 
staying snuggled in their 
burrows until the warm 
weather is really here. 

I don’t blame them.

Remember to take time to smell the flowers. If you can find them.

T he spring issue of the Rock contains informa-
tion on hikes, updates on Friends of Red 

Rock Canyon’s contributions to the Canyon as well 
as some inspiring stories of hope for a better world. 
Want to try a hike that is a little off the beaten path? 
Consider the Rubber Ducky Loop in the southern 
portion of Red Rock Canyon. The wildflower forecast 
for this season doesn’t look too promising, but don’t 
let that stop you from getting out and searching for 
blooming beauties.  

Have you noticed some of the improvements 
on the Scenic Drive’s parking lots and trailheads? 
Friends have funded some needed maintenance/in-
frastructure projects as well as signage upgrades for 
trails and the Red Rock Campground. Kristi Weeks, 
Friends Executive Director, details some of our 2017 
contributions on page 10. 

The Red Rock Canyon National Conservation 
Area partners again hosted a Naturalization Ceremo-
ny for more than 70 new citizens. Even the arrival 

of rain before the event couldn’t dampen the incred-
ible spirit and enthusiasm from our new friends and 
neighbors. Read more about this annual celebration 
on page 12.

And, have you ever wondered about adopting a 
wild horse or burro? We interviewed Tabitha Romero, 
the Bureau of Land Management’s Wild Horse and 
Burro Specialist, on the challenges and opportunities 
faced by these animals. The complete interview will 
be included in the e-version of the Rock. You can also 
learn more about this complex subject by visiting the 
following websites:

Mustang Heritage Foundation   
http://mustangheritagefoundation.org

Funny Farm Mustangs 
https://funnyfarmmustangs.org

Bureau of Land Management
https://www.blm.gov/programs/wild-horse-and-burro

Pat Williams

Cover -  New Citizens Julianna Coelho de Souza and daughter Kamlya by Glenn Ritt

Julianna Coelho de Souza and her daughter, Kamlya, at Red Rock Canyon Visitor Center on the day they 
became U.S. citizens.

Julianna arrived from Brazil in 2007 and works as a life coach. “I’ve waited a long time for this day,” she 
said. “It’s absolutely amazing to be a U.S. citizen now and be part of this wonderful country. I love serving in 
my community here. My dream has been to help other people, and doing so makes me stronger.” 

What we’ve contributed (so far) in this fiscal year. 

The mission of  Friends of  Red Rock Canyon is the preservation and enrichment of  

Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area and the public lands of  southern Nevada.

Volunteers Protecting 
Red Rock Canyon 

Since 1984

4 Welcome New Members Mary E. Labie

5 Sharon’s Slant Sharon Schaaf

6 Walking on Water From Cape Cod to Fossil Ridge Glenn Ritt

8 Take a Hike The Mustang & Rubber Ducky Loops Norm Kresge

10 Let Me Count The Ways Kristi Weeks

12 This Land is Your Land Glenn Ritt

15 Tort Tattler Lessons Learned Sue & Roger Kolar

16 Nature’s Connection On the Lookout Margie Klein

18 Dedicated to the Ones You Love Pat Williams &  
Cam Camburn

19 What Are We Going to Do With All These Cars? Chad Kooistra

20 Roaming the Rangelands of Red Rock Glenn Ritt

the Rock Staff
Publishing/Lay-Out — Pat Williams       

Articles Editor —  Sharon Schaaf     
Creative Editor — Rob Tuvell

Photographer —  Roger Hembree
 

Editorial Committee
Cam Camburn     
Norm Kresge   

Joe & Mary Labie   
Glenn Ritt

Sharon Schaaf 
Joan Urarro  

Rob & Marilyn Tuvell
Articles for publication consideration should 
be sent to news@friendsofredrockcanyon.
org or mailed to the Rock  1000 Scenic Drive  
Las Vegas, NV  89161. Submissions for the 
Rock should meet the thematic guidelines 
as established by the editorial staff. All 
submissions are subject to editing for 
subject matter, length and relevance to Red 
Rock Canyon National Conservation Area.

 the Rock is published quarterly by Friends 
of Red Rock Canyon, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization, for the benefit of Friends 
members and supporters. Publication and 
mailing costs are subsidized with limited 
mission-specific advertising. Statements, 
opinions and points of view expressed by 
writers are their own and may not reflect 
those of Friends of Red Rock Canyon.

 Our mission is the preservation and 
enhancement of Red Rock Canyon National 
Conservation Area. Friends provides 
volunteers and funding for projects such 
as environmental education, natural and 
cultural resource protection, teacher 
workshops, community volunteer work 
days, transportation grants for Red 
Rock field trips and other services. The 
organization receives no federal funds but 
is provided with office space and telephone 
service by the Bureau of Land Management. 
The main office for Friends of Red Rock 
Canyon is located in the Red Rock Canyon 
National Conservation Area Administrative 
Building, 1000 Scenic Drive Las Vegas, NV  
89161. 

Annual individual membership is $25. Board 
meetings are held on the second Tuesday 
of each month and general membership 
meetings are held quarterly. Time and 
locations for the meetings may be obtained 
by calling (702) 515-5360. 
 

For more information visit our website at 
www.friendsofredrockcanyon.org  or find us 

on Facebook. 

Find and like us on facebook. 

Our board - http://www.friendsofredrockcanyon.org/officers.php
Committee Chairs - http://www.friendsofredrockcanyon.org/committees.php Going for the Gold  ~  Tuvell Toons © Rob Tuvell



Member Updates
Welcome to our newest members of the Friends of Red Rock Canyon family! Sharon’s Slant

By Sharon Schaaf

Gail Collins-Ranadive was not excited when 
she was assigned to Las Vegas as an interim 

Unitarian minister. When she arrived, Gail learned 
that her congregation maintained a trail at the Red 
Rock Canyon National Conservation Area. When 
Gail survived standing in line at the Department 
of Motor Vehicles to register her car and driver’s 
license, she decided to celebrate by heading right 
out to Red Rock Canyon to purchase her annual 
pass. For all of us who love Red Rock Canyon, we 
know she was off to a great start in Nevada.

“Chewing Sand” is Gail Collins-Randive’s 
collection of essays about the Mojave Desert 

and how its landscape 
became her “sacred text 
for contemplation.” 
You will smile as she 
shares experiences all 
we transplants from the 
East and Midwest have 
had…forgetting how to 
turn on the windshield 
wipers because it’s 
been so long since you 
used them; seeing our 
first double rainbow; 
replacing landscape 
grass with rock to save 
water; spotting bur-
ros for the first time in 
First Creek; watching 
a coyote roam your 
neighborhood.

“Chewing Sand” is an award-winning book 
published by the independent Homebound Publi-
cations and is available in the Elements Gift and 
Book Store in the Red Rock Canyon Visitor Center 
and on Amazon. Gail will be at the Visitor Center 
at Red Rock Canyon  later this year on Sunday, 
December 9 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. to sign 
copies of her book.

Her essays honor the sights and sounds of Red 
Rock Canyon trails, The Springs Preserve, Valley 
of Fire State Park, Sloan Canyon and the work of 
organizations whose goal is to preserve and protect 
these areas. Gail has a new book coming out soon, 
“A Fistful of Stars: Communing With the  
Cosmos.” An ardent climate activist, she is also 
working on a book about the climate change crisis.

Bobcats weigh 15 to 25 pounds and mountain 
lions between 100 and 200; there are four types of 
skunks in the southwest, 
four types of mice and 
five types of squirrels; 
a white-nosed coati is 
a close relative of the 
raccoon; kit fox are also 
known as desert fox; the 
cute and adorable black-
tailed jackrabbit and 
antelope jackrabbit are 
actually hares with ears 
six to seven inches long; 
the southern long-nosed 
bat is an important  
pollinator in the desert 
of the southwest.

This is just a sample of the information found 
in “50 Common Mammals of the Southwest,” 
George Olin’s guidebook in identifying animals 
that live near us. It is one of eight books sold in 
Elements that are published by Western National 
Parks Association (WNPA) of Tucson, Arizona. 

Cacti, butterflies, dragonflies, birds, plants and 
wildflowers are the topics of the other WNPA 
guidebooks found in Elements Gift and Book 
Store. Also, Amazon has more books from Western 
National Parks Association covering topics about 
Southwest parks, hikes, history, geology, explorers 
and conservationists, plants and animals.

By Mary E. Labie
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T he marsh spreads miles from Cape Cod Bay 
revealing an ever-changing world from my 

backyard’s giant bay window. Twice every day, by 
nature’s definition, the tide ebbs and flows. During 
full moon, the water’s edge creeps closer – more 
so when the northeast wind reaches double-digit 
authority.

From winter’s icy waves 
to summer’s high, undulating 
grasses, the marsh reveals a 
rhythm that is at once predict-
able and mysterious, its angles 
ever changed by the competition between sun and 
clouds, by the moon’s cycles, by shifting breezes.

From the front of my home, I watch the same 
eternal tide command Boat Meadow beach. White 
caps may capture a moored sailboat’s bow, carrying 
it feet into the air. Five hours later, the sandy flats 
now stretch a quarter mile to the horizon, imposing 

a transient serenity and inviting me to walk toward 
the edge of the world. 

Six months ago, I departed the bay and marsh 
and moved to Las Vegas. Friends and family  
wondered aloud how I could abandon the sea; the 

early morning beach walks shar-
ing soft sand with piping plovers 
and terns, spying the spray of 
right whales in the distance and 
feeling the curious stare of grey 
seals bobbing in the surf. 

Leaving the ocean for the Strip? 

The red rocks, I explained. 

There’s mystery and adventure there – a majesty 
as humbling as the sea. Like the marsh, their angles 
are commanded by the same sun and moon, by the 
hour of the day, by the direction of the wind.

Stand on Fossil Ridge and stare toward a different 
horizon. At times, you can imagine the topography 
as waves – especially as clouds form at the edge of a 
ridge, casting shadows that bob and weave.

Suddenly, there is a lone wild burro in the distance 
creating the same excitement that a dolphin can as it 
rises from the bay. 

But, it’s the fossils themselves that connect the two 
seemingly disparate worlds, that impose on both brain 
and heart the knowledge of your own mortality and 
the immutability of nature. 

How can it be that de-
scendants of shells and sea 
sponges I discover along a 
lonely Cape Cod beach are 
encased and memorialized 
among the stepping stones 
of my quiet quest climbing 
these mighty rocks?   

How can this peak’s path 
be guided by remnants of the 
ocean’s floor, each fossil part 
of archaeological tapestry 
that mocks the transience of 
our daily headlines?

Your imagination can’t quite scale the 300  
million years when these fossils were alive at the  
bottom of another ocean filled with a glittering array 
of fish – even giant squid. You kneel to touch the  
shell’s contours. It instantly conjures the recent memo-
ry of a just-opened scallop shell that washed onto 
what Thoreau dubbed The Great Beach, discovered 
just before hungry gulls would arrive for dinner.   

 

**********

At this moment, I am walking on water, this 
ocean basin 2,800 miles from Cape Cod and hun-
dreds of millions of years from its Paleozoic ori-
gins - before the deposit of limey sediments, before 
the earth’s crust started to rise from tectonic shifts, 
before marine shale and sandstone were deposited, 
before swamps became petrified, before shifting sand 
dunes lithified, cemented with calcium and iron. 

At the tip of Cape Cod, at one of its thinnest 
points, there’s a trail that 
begins amid a beach for-
est, then loops toward the 
ocean at Race Point. Along 
the way, you pass dunes 
reaching 100 feet or more 
toward the sky. You can 
hear crashing waves in the 
distance. Yet, standing be-
side the mountains of sand, 
you imagine yourself lost 
in a desert, your view of 
the world eclipsed in every 
direction by the hot sand 
reflecting a noon sun.

What will become of these dunes? They likely 
will be swallowed by the rising ocean – too soon. 

Atop Fossil Ridge, I think about how only months 
ago my moments were circumscribed by waters 
shimmering green and blue. Now, the moments bow 
to resplendent Calico cliffs – each world equal in its 
uniqueness, each inviting another day’s discovery, a 
new journey at nature’s command.

Leaving the ocean for the Strip? 

The red rocks, I explained.
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right. Note the mountain bike signs low to the 
ground. At the turn, it will say Blue Diamond and 
Rubber Ducky. After another short walk, the trail 
splits again. Keep following the signs that point 

to Ducky or Rubber 
Ducky. The signs will 
lead you to a small 
valley area and after a 
short time, you'll come 
to a Joshua tree with 
a lot of rubber ducks 
hanging from it. The 
story is that at one 
time, a branch from 
the Joshua tree was 
across the trail and a 
mountain biker hung 
a rubber duck to alert 

bikers to DUCK. The branch is no longer there, 
but the bike trail is alongside that tree and people 
still put new ducks on it.

Here is a hike that can be done as one large 
loop or as a shorter one with an out and 

back section with a loop in the middle for those 
who want to cover less distance. The total distance 
for the entire hike is 4.6 miles. If you want 
to do just part of the Mustang and the Rub-
ber Ducky Trails, the distance is 2.3 miles.

The trail starts to the right of the inter-
pretive display about the Old Spanish Trail 
and goes northeast from the parking area. 
This single-track mountain bike trail is also 
for horseback riding and hiking. Be aware 
that bikes may come along, and you have 
to move off trail to let them pass.

After about ½ mile, the trail joins a dirt 
road. Walk the road to the bike trail that 
continues on the other side. You are temporarily 
leaving the Mustang Loop Trail and will continue 
on this one to do the Rubber Ducky Loop. After a 
while, you will come to a three-way junction. Turn 

Getting There

The hike starts at the 
Late Night Trailhead 
along State Route 160 
about four miles west 
of the junction of State 
Routes 159 and 160. 
The main parking area 
is located near the pit 
toilets. The other lot is 
for horse trailers.

After this photo opportunity of the Ducky tree, 
follow the trail as is descends in this valley. About 
2/10 of a mile from the Ducky tree, you're going 
to make an almost 180 degree turn to the left. This 
is the only part not marked. After the turn, you 
ascend back to the level above the Ducky tree. The 
trail switchbacks once or twice, and you eventu-
ally come to the three-way intersection where you 
went to the Rubber Ducky Trail. If all you want to 
do is see the Ducky tree, continue straight and it 

will lead you back to the parking lot. For the full 
hike, turn right and follow the sign that says  
Mustang Loop. This brings you back to the dirt 
road and you cross it and continue.

This part of the hike gives you stunning views 
of the Red Rock Escarpment. The trail goes 
around the ridge that is north of the parking lot. 
You'll see the dirt road a couple of times as it goes 
around the ridge too.

The hike has 
some loss of el-
evation in the be-
ginning. You make  
up the loss when 
you come up the 
west side of the 
ridge as you circle 
the ridge to return 
to the parking lot. 
The desert is filled 
with Joshua trees 
and yuccas. It's 
an enjoyable and 
easy hike.  

8
V

ol
u

n
te

er
s 

d
ed

ic
at

ed
 t

o 
th

e 
p

re
se

rv
at

io
n

 o
f 

R
ed

 R
o

ck
 C

a
n

yo
n

the Rock - Volume 8 Issue 3

Friends oF red rock canyon 9

Spring 2018

Friends oF red rock canyon 



Our members and volunteers work to improve 
Red Rock Canyon in so many ways. We are 

fortunate to have approximately 150 active volun-
teers who help with community volunteer events, 
staffing the information desk, volunteer recruit-
ment and caring for the resident tortoises and their 
habitat. They also provide trail maintenance (two 
teams handle both light and heavier trail work), 
graffiti removal, trash removal, transportation 

funding for at-risk Clark 
County School District 
students, and cultural re-
source monitoring, docu-
mentation and protection. 
Without its members and 
the continuing volunteer 
and financial support of 
Friends, many of the 
critically needed pro-
grams and services at 
Red Rock Canyon would 
be severely impacted.

Other ways Friends supports Red Rock Can-
yon and the BLM is through applying for grants 
that improve the infrastructure of the conservation 
area. Red Rock Canyon National Conservation 
Area has over two million visitors annually. It is 
one of the premier rock climbing locations in the 
world with climbing and hiking activities peaking 
in the fall and spring. 

Due to these large numbers of visitors, many 
trails have “social” trails branching out and it is 
difficult for people to find the main trail. Trail 
signage greatly benefits visitor safety and reduces 
impacts to desert vegetation. Friends was able 
to fund the sign decals for Carsonite signposts, 
reflectors, Triview posts and trail sign markers 
through a $5,000 grant from REI. In addition, trail 
signs were purchased and installed at the Sand-
stone Quarry lots. Friends bought Turtlehead Peak 
trail markers as well as supplies for signs placed 
within Cottonwood Valley with the REI grant 
money. 

Friends also assists with the BLM’s commu-
nity volunteer events in Red Rock Canyon such 
as Red Rock 
Day, National 
Public Lands 
Day and Make a 
Difference Day. 
Friends recruits 
and registers 
volunteers, 
helps advertise 
on social media 
and procures 
snacks, lunch 
and water for 
these events. Friends regularly funds needed sup-
plies such as construction materials, paint, tools 
and other necessities. 

Volunteers, BLM and Great  
Basin Institute staff installed 
split rail fencing, financed 
by Friends and Pine Creek 
parking lots during National 
Public Lands Day and a Natu-
ral Resources Team workday. 
All costs for the construction 
supplies, equipment rentals 
and fees for having emer-
gency medical assistance on 
site were underwritten by 
Friends. For Make a Difference 
Day, supplies to improve the 
campground were bought by 
Friends, including 13 tent pad 
frames, signposts for 22 camp-
sites and 15 Mesquite trees. In 
addition, paint was purchased 
for the interiors of the camp 
host bathrooms at the camp-
ground.

By Kristi Weeks

Friends of Red Rock Canyon was formed in 1984 and was the first partner  
organization affiliated with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). Since 1984,  
Friends’ volunteers have provided the equivalent of more than 12 full-time employees  
annually. Through September 30, 2017, Friends provided in excess of $10,000,000 in 
volunteer labor and direct financial support for the benefit of Red Rock Canyon National  
Conservation Area.

Left: Installing new 
campsite signage.

Below Center: Remov-
ing rotting wood from 
the tent pad bases at the 
Campground.

Below Right: Installing 
new tent pad bases at the 
Campground. 

Photos: Roger Hembree

Financial support during 
2017, unrelated to volunteer 
work events, include funding 
for four animal proof garbage 
cans at the Calico, Sandstone 
Quarry and Pine Creek park-
ing lots. Friends paid for two 
benches that were installed at 
the Sandstone Quarry parking 
lot after the area was expanded. 
Friends also pays the training 
costs for volunteering members 
to take First Aid/CPR/AED 
classes at the Visitor Center 
classroom. 

However, Friends most 
important role is the continuing 
education of the ever-increas-
ing number of visitors to the 
Conservation Area, so that they 
enjoy this beautiful and fragile 
place in a responsible and  
sustainable way.

Right: New benches 
and split rail fencing at 
Sandstone Quarry.

Below: Vermin proof 
trash receptacle at Pine 
Creek Canyon

Opposite page: One of 
the new trail signs.

Photos: Kristi Weeks

Planting a mesquite tree at Red Rock 
Campground.

Photo: Roger Hembree

Light Trail Maintenance
Photo: Roger Hembree
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Naturalization Fast Facts*
•	 During the last decade, more than 6.5  

million people were naturalized.
•	 To become a citizen, one must be at least 

18 years of age; be a lawful permanent 
resident	with	a	green	card	for	at	least	five	
years; be a person of good moral charac-
ter; speak, read and understand English; 
have knowledge of the U.S. government 
and history; and take the Oath of  
Allegiance.

•	 75 percent of naturalized citizens reside in 
10 states -  California, New York, Florida, 
Texas, New Jersey, Illinois, Virginia, Mas-
sachusetts, Georgia and Pennsylvania.

•	 In a typical year, the top countries of  
origin for naturalization were in the fol-
lowing order: Mexico, India, the Philip-
pines, Dominican Republic and China.

•	 The United States has the highest total 
number of immigrants, being home to 19 
per cent of the world’s immigrants. 

Where the new citizens come from
Armenia, Australia, Bangladesh, Belgium, 
Bhutan, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, 
China, Colombia, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, 
Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Pakistan, Panama, Philippines, 
Russia, South Korea, Trinidad and Tobago, 
United Kingdom, Vietnam

*Source - USCIS 

W ith the Calico Hills as a vivid back-
drop, 73 immigrants from 27 nations 

became U.S. citizens, bringing enough beaming 
smiles to brighten an unusually grey and slightly 
rainy March Saturday morning. 

 “The United States is a grand melting pot, and 
we are all better off by sharing our cultures and 
experiences,” U.S. District Court Judge Andrew 
Gordon told the newest citizens moments after 
swearing them in before ecstatic families and 
friends.   

“As a citizen, you have 
the right to criticize the 
government,” he explained. 
“You have the right to say 
that Congress should allo-
cate more resources to pro-
tecting and making avail-
able great natural resources 
like this one (at Red Rock 
Canyon National Conserva-
tion Area). You have the 
right to disagree with the 
President’s policies. You 
have the right to say that 
judges are too lenient or too 
severe in their sentences.

 
“But, you also have an obligation to do some-

thing about it. Don’t just criticize; get involved in 
the process and change what you don’t like.”

That message resonated palpably with the new 

citizens, many coming from countries that sup-
press freedoms that U.S. citizens too often take 
for granted, noted Judge Gordon.

 
 “Today, I leave the pain from my past,” Artak 

Malkhasyan from Armenia told his fellow new 
citizens. “Now I can talk freely,” he marveled, his 
voice rising in excitement. “It’s all about free-
dom of speech… Live the moment. You have no 
idea what influence you can have on one another 
now… how human kind can change the world.”

Throughout the ceremony, 
the power of place resonated as 
deeply as the ever-present Calico 
tones stretched behind an Ameri-
can flag where family after fam-
ily posed with pride for photos 
to commemorate their personally 
historic passages.

 
“You are looking at one of 

the most visited sites in the na-
tion,” said Catrina Williams, Red 
Rock and Sloan Canyon’s Field 
Manager. “As citizens, they are 
your public lands.”

“Now, you too are stewards 
of Red Rock,” Tom Lisby, President of Friends 
of Red Rock Canyon, told the new citizens who 
come from Australia to Ethiopia, from Mexico 
to Vietnam. “They belong to your children and 
grandchildren and their grandchildren. Join us to 
care for this special place.”

Friends, with 600 members, co-hosted the 
naturalization ceremony by offering each new 
citizen free membership, while also providing 
breakfast and a flag-festooned celebratory cake. 
Many volunteers from Friends were involved 
during the entire morning – from controlling traf-
fic to helping move the event inside the Visitor 
Center as rain began falling a half hour before the 
scheduled swearing in.

“Excited.” “Nervous.” “Amazing.” “I can’t 
believe this is happening.” The new citizens 
repeated these phrases from the moment they ar-
rived – some as early as 7 a.m. for the 10 o’clock 
ceremony.

Many talked emotionally about finally being 
able to join their own children, who were born in 
the United States, as fellow citizens.

Brittany Brooks, Assistant Field Manager at 
Red Rock Canyon, found herself emotional as 
well, confessing to happy tears as she watched 
how family after family gathered in hugs, waved 
flags and often marveled at the hills beyond. 

She commended all that Friends contributes 
to make the ceremony a possibility. “The ceremo-
ny couldn’t take place without Friends’ contribu-
tions and commitment,” said Brooks.

 As the formal ceremony got underway, Wayne 
Leroy of the Southern Nevada Elks encouraged 
the new citizens to “keep that smile for the rest 
of your lives.” The Elks distributed hand-held 

“Today, I leave the 
pain from my past. Now 
I can talk freely. It’s 
all about freedom of 
speech...… Live the mo-
ment. You have no idea 
what influence you can 
have on one another 
now...… how human kind 

can change world.”    
Artak Malkhasyan

Judge Andrew Gordon presents a  
stirring welcome to our new friends.

Artak Malkhasyan, a new citizen from 
Armenia, shares his joy with his new  
countrymen.

Article and photos by Glenn Ritt

Faces of our new citizens, family and friends
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I t has been a warm winter with a sudden cold 
snap in February that has continued into 

March. Some of the tortoises are usually out by 
early February, but not this year. We’re hoping it 
warms up soon and we can start feeding and soak-
ing them again.

You may remember that the Bureau of Land 
Management adopted two new tortoises for the 
habitat last July; Roxie, about four years old and 
Desert Rose (Rosie), about 30 years old. Both 
came from a backyard that had 40 tortoises. In 
September, a volunteer noticed that Rosie’s nose 
was whistling. This led to a veterinarian visit and 
an X-ray that showed a huge bladder stone and 
shallow lungs. Rosie received antibiotics and in 
January, she was healthy enough to have surgery 
to remove the stone. Unfortunately, we found out 
too late that Rosie had advanced liver disease and 
may have been much older than we thought. She 
passed away on February 1st.

We learned so 
much from Rosie; 
she was a very intel-
ligent, dare we say 
“cheerful” tortoise. 
We believe that tor-
toises get smarter as 
they get older! Most 
people don’t know 
that veterinarians 
have made incred-

ible advances in tortoise health care and surgery in 
the past few years. Male and female tortoises can 
be sterilized now, so a backyard with 40 tortoises 
can be prevented. Early and regular exams can de-
tect problems while they are easily treatable. Lucie 
and Betty both had small bladder stones removed 
in 2016 and they are doing well. Since 2016, all 
the tortoises in the habitat have been examined by 
a veterinarian and are healthy. Thanks for all of 
your donations to the Friends of Red Rock 
Canyon Tortoise Medical Fund.

As volunteers, we have the opportunity to talk 
to many visitors about tortoise care. Often people 
ask us questions care because they have a tortoise 
in their backyard. We can talk about feeding, 
soaking and medical care. The current display in 
the Visitor Center is about the tortoise habitat and 
includes a poster about staying healthy. Be sure to 
enjoy the display before it comes down the first 
weekend of May.

If you’d like to join the Tort Team, we’re hav-
ing training sessions in April, June and August. 
Email us at torts@friendsofredrockcanyon.org for 
more information.

American flags to all the new citizens. “They are 
far more than cloth,” he told them. The red stripes 
represent the blood spilled by generations of  
patriots, the white represents the tears of those 
who lost loved ones in wars and the stars unify the 
50 states. 

As the sounds of Lee Greenwood’s “God Bless 
the USA” blared across the Visitor Center,  
every new citizen in unison waved the flags from 
upraised arms while proudly clutching certificates 
attesting to their new status.

“I was exactly in your shoes in 2004,” U.S. 
Congressman Ruben Kihuen, whose family  
emigrated from Mexico, told the assemblage. “My 
parents wanted a piece of the land of opportuni-
ty… They came with less than a hundred dollars in 
their pockets and no job or place to live.” And now 
their son is serving in the U.S. Congress, he said. 
“Let that sink in.”

U.S. Senator Catherine Cortez Masto shared 
her story too. “We are all descendants of immi-
grants. One of my grandfathers was from Italy and 
the other from Mexico. I think about that (every 
time) I walk into the Senate,” she said.

Red Rock Canyon was very much on Cortez 
Masto’s mind as she spoke to the new citizens, 
sharing stories of hiking and camping when she 
was as young as five years old with her Mexican-
American grandfather. “Now, the same Red Rock 
Canyon belongs to each of you,” she said.

Judge Gordon concluded the ceremonies 
connecting Red Rock to the lyrics of folk singer 
Woody Guthrie, who sang “This land is your land. 
This land is my land. From California to the New 
York Island.”

“As a citizen, this land truly now is your land.”

Friends of Red Rock Canyon provide 
regular medical check-ups as well as 
routine weight and size monitoring for 
the Rock Stars.

Looking good is not 
enough: tortoises need 
regular veterinary 
care to stay healthy. 

Libby laid nine eggs the day after this x-ray was taken. 
In the spring, desert tortoises dig a hole and can lay up 
to 16 eggs. 

They carefully cover 
the nest with dirt. If 
you see a tortoise dig-
ging a hole with her 
rear legs, she is prob-
ably getting ready to 
lay eggs. The eggs are 
the size of a ping pong 
ball and take about 
three months to hatch.

Desert tortoises can 
develop bladder stones.  
The large circle in this 
x-ray is a bladder stone 
that developed over 
many years.

Veterinarians can 
surgically remove bladder stones, but it is 
much easier if the stone is small. Regular 
check-ups ensure that any problems are 
caught early.

HS ealthytaying

By Sue & Roger Kolar

Charles Aganon, from the Philippines, now 
joins his wife, Shereal, and daughter as 
U.S. citizens.

Yuan qiang, a former teacher in China, 
shares her special day with husband 
Charles Lunn. “This opens up a whole new 
life,” she marvels.

Clara Villarreal, from Mexico, is most 
excited about being able to vote now.

This Land is Your Land (Continued from page 13)

Congressman Ruben Kihuen and Senator 
Catherine Cortez Masto 

Carole Schoengold (l) welcomes new  
citizens with a Friends membership

Proud	new	citizen	with	her	certificate
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 Select your member level: Individual:    _____ $25/1 Year  _____ $45/2 Years     
    Joint/Family:_____ $35/1 Year   _____ $63/2 Years
    White Rock: _____ $125/1 Year _____ $225/2 Years
    Calico Hills: _____ $250/1 Year _____ $450/ 2 Year
    Turtlehead:   _____ $500/ 1 Year _____ $900/ 2 Years
    Mt. Wilson:  _____ $1000/1 Year _____ $1800/ 2 Years

Credit Card Payment: _________________________________________________  Exp: ______
   Type:                    Visa                  MasterCard     Discover

Mail form and payment to:
Friends of Red Rock Canyon   1000 Scenic Drive  Las Vegas, NV  89161

S ettle down, wildflower enthusiasts... 2018 
shows little promise to be an exciting 

bloom year. As one of these anticipants, I was 
glad to sit down with Dr. Bob Peloquin, Red Rock 
Canyon’s own wildflower expert, for an interview. 
Well, actually, I chased him around the office, 
Visitor Center and Scenic Drive for two months, 
trying to get answers out of him on this spring’s 
outlook. “Why do you want to ask me about that?” 
he responded, “It looks like a poor year due to the 
lack of precipitation.” That was the general prem-
ise of his answers; but over the weeks, the forecast 
improved just a bit.

 
Dr. Bob is always out scouting the areas in Red 

Rock Canyon. In January, he noted that even the 
expected wild rhubarb was not coming up due to  
insufficient rain this winter. “We’re still waiting 
for moisture.” According to the National Weather 
Service Red Rock weather station data, we 
received 1.4” of precipitation from just one 
storm in early January. Before this, it had 
been over 100 days since the last rain. 

In early February, I caught up with Dr. 
Bob again. This time, he said he had seen 
silk tassel trees with buds at Pine Creek 
(4,000 ft). At the lower elevations, he saw 
naturalized filaree blooming, along with 
manzanita. Penstemons also showed some 
growth. He said we might get some blooms 

By Margie Klein

at creek beds and where there are pools, like 
Calico Springs, Red 
Spring and Willow 
Springs. Most of 
the rain that has 
fallen so far has 
been in or near the 
mountains, so they 
should have a bet-
ter bloom than the 
desert floor.

The average yearly rainfall in Las Vegas is four 
inches while Red Rock receives six inches, with a 
good amount occurring in fall and winter. Late fall 
rains are best for smaller annual plants; while the 
late winter – early spring rains are most beneficial 
to the larger, perennial plants. So this spring we 
should see a low number of annuals. Even though 

many of these plants may have 
seeded well with a good bloom 
last year, they may have to 
“bank it” until a better year for 
germination. Dr. Bob remarked 
that we have a better chance of 
seeing perennials and shrubs 
with deep taproots that can ac-
cess deeper moisture reserves.

Blooms should prog-
ress south to north and from 

lower elevations to 
higher. But areas 
of color may be 
patchy, reflected by 
where the rainfall 
hit. Southern Ne-
vada Conservancy 
naturalist Cody 
Dix, added that the 
wildflowers would 
probably come 
in waves, March 
through May. A 
likely blossom 
sequence, he said, 

would start with Indian paintbrush, then Joshua 
trees. The yuccas have obvious buds and should 
show flowers by March. Also blooming in March 
should be Red Rock’s glorious redbuds, highly 
sought after for wildflower viewing. As things 

start to warm up, it’s time for the globemallow and 
desert marigold. April should show us purple sage, 
indigo bush, and then later, the cactus will flower.

February 18 was Dr. Bob’s 
first wildflower hike, and 
he said, “We had the low-
est number of wildflowers 
on any of my hikes ever.” 
He stated that they did see 
paper flower, coyote willow, 
and finally, wild rhubarb. Of 
course, if you want the latest 
and most accurate bloom 
info, get it straight from the 
Doctor’s mouth. 

Meanwhile, as we guess what species  
hikers will see this spring, remember that this is 
Las Vegas, so it’s a gamble.

(Continued on page 17)

On the Lookout (Continued from page 16)
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“We had the lowest number of wildflowers on any of my hikes ever.”
Dr. Bob Peloquin
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T his summer will mark the 17th Anniversary 
of the Red Rock Canyon Dedication Walk-

way. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
approached the Friends of Red Rock Canyon 
board in early 2001 about creating a fund-raising 
walkway. The walkway would consist of 12” x 
12” Nevada quarried sandstone tiles and it would 
encircle the existing Tortoise Habitat. The Friends 
board agreed to take the 
lead on this endeavor, and 
Chuck Williams, then 
Friends President, 
created the policies 
and procedures. The 
first dedication tiles were 
installed in July 2001.  

A special dedication area, commemorating the 
victims of the 9/11 terrorist attack on America, 

was installed on 
September 26, 
2001. Representa-
tives from Nellis 
Air Force Base, 
the City of Las 
Vegas and BLM 
First Responders, 
and many elected 
officials took part 
in the September 29 

ceremony honoring those who died in the attack. 
The Red Rock Canyon 9/11 Victims Dedication 
area is believed to be the first permanent remem-
brance in the nation.

During construction of the new Visitor Center 
Complex, the Dedication Walkway was carefully 
documented, disassembled and stored at Oliver 
Ranch. The Walkway donors were notified that 
their tiles would not be displayed during construc-
tion but would be reinstalled in the new picnic area 
after all work was finished. Friends went to great 
lengths to ensure that the relocated tiles were both 
installed correctly and were intact and legible. Ap-
proximately 30 tiles were replaced, at no charge to 
the original donor, due to breakage or other issues. 
The walkway tiles were reinstalled in the spring 
of 2010 to coincide with the Grand Opening of the 
new Visitor Center Complex.

Preparation for and installation of dedication 
tiles is complex. The engraver’s art department 
prepares a proof for approval by the donor. Once 
approved, a rub-
ber template is 
prepared which 
is placed by 
the engraver 
on a blank tile 
that has been 
warmed to rid it 
of moisture and 
to chip away 
any “popped” 
areas, creating a 
smooth surface. 
The engraver 
then dons protec-
tive gear for 

sandblasting the templates with granite 
granules. After sandblasting the letters 
on each tile, the tiles are dusted off and a 
special Lithochrome paint is applied. The 
taped templates are removed and the area 
is carefully swept and examined. The tile 
donors are notified after the twice-yearly 
installations are completed. 

Dedication tiles may be ordered at any 
time for the Memorial Day and Veteran’s 
Day installations. Proceeds from the 
tax-deductible (as allowed by law) dona-
tions are used for the many programs and 
services funded by Friends. More than 

$66,600 in program support has been 
generated from the 588 tiles that have 
been installed. The Dedication Walkway 
is located in the picnic area at the Red 
Rock Canyon Visitor Center Complex 
and is viewed by the hundreds of thou-
sands of guests to the Conservation Area. 

The minimum donation is $400 ($350 
for Friends members) and the tile is 
guaranteed against breakage and for leg-
ibility for two years. For further informa-
tion, contact the Walkway Coordinator 
at 702-515-5360 or email us at tilesale@
friendsofredrockcanyon.org.

Walkway tiles are used for multiple reasons; some people want 
to recognize friends and loved ones who have passed, others 
want to celebrate a milestone or special event. Other tiles 
are simply placed because the donors love Red Rock Canyon 
and want to leave their marks in a positive way. 

W e need you. The Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) and the Great 

Basin Institute (GBI) really need your knowl-
edge, enthusiasm and physical presence. As you 
all likely know, Red Rock Canyon is loved and 
visited by millions annually. This love of Red 
Rock Canyon creates an enormous amount of 
foot and road traffic that limits everyone’s ability 
to safely enjoy the Canyon. The high seasonal 
traffic also creates havoc on State Route 159. 
Vehicles, traveling to Red Rock Canyon from Las 
Vegas, routinely get stuck in lines of traffic that 
stretch more than a mile from the entrance. 

We need you. The GBI is seeking volunteers 
to help us monitor parking lot capacity around the 
Scenic Drive. The information you provide will 

(Continued on page 19)

Dedicated to the Ones You Love (Continued from page 18)

help the BLM managers decide how to manage 
peak visitation within Red Rock Canyon. 

We are recruiting volunteers to attend a three 
to four hour training session on Tuesday, April 
10, beginning at 10 a.m. at the Red Rock Canyon  
Visitor Center Classroom to learn more about this 
process and then help us collect data in the future. 

The photo to the 
left was taken by 
Will Rempel, (GBI) 
at 4:15 pm, Satur-
day, November 25, 
2017. 

This image of 
parking and Scenic 
Drive congestion 
has become the 
norm instead of the 
unusual.

By Pat Williams and Cam Camburn
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What are the most significant challenges in 
your job?

Romero: Human interaction with the wild 
horses and burros, forage and water conditions. In 
the Southern Nevada District, we have a very high 
number of people who can encounter these animals, 
so we are constantly trying to educate them. If they 
want the wild horses and burros to stay wild, they 
have to let them be wild. 

We have domesticated these animals for more 
than 6,000 years. So, they revert back to domes-
ticated behaviors very quickly if they experience 
human interaction. Many people do not understand 
that these are not backyard barn 
animals. They are wild and can 
be dangerous. Feeding them 
increases their dependence and 
stops them from looking for 
natural forage. This leads to 
more private property damage, 
animals being struck on the 
highways, and declining body 
conditions. 

Forage and water availability 
always is a challenge within the 
Mojave Desert. Despite many 
different natural spring sources, 
they go dry during warmer times 
of the year, especially if we suffer 
from low precipitation. 

Currently we have been haul-
ing water to two separate areas since June, one every 
week and the other every 3-6 weeks. We also have 
to haul water to two other areas within the district 
seasonally. Since June 2017 we have hauled approxi-
mately 180,000 gallons of water. 

What brings you the greatest satisfaction in 
your job?

Romero: When I’m able to place wild horses and 
burros into good adoptive homes. We currently have 
approximately 46,000 wild horses and burros that we 
care for long-term holding corral and pasture facili-
ties. If not adopted, horses eventually move to hold-
ing pastures in the Midwest where we maintain them 

When Tabitha Romero comes to work, her  
“office” happens to extend 2.3 million acres across 
all of southern Nevada. 

That’s the vast territory this 30-year-old northern 
Wyoming native is solely responsible for as a wild 
horse and burro specialist for the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM).

Growing up hunting, fishing, camping and riding 
Mustangs, Romero always knew she wanted to work 
outdoors and be involved with horses, but she never 
imagined it would be this challenging. 

With a Bachelor’s degree in Natural Resources 
for Fisheries and Wildlife from Oregon State Uni-
versity, Romero’s responsibilities are wide-ranging, 
often changing by the day and circumstance. It 
requires long hours crossing rugged terrain by herself 
in a Jeep, many trials and errors and a willingness to 
learn on the spot.

for the rest of their lives. Roughly $50 million a year 
is spent on these facilities each year. So being able 
to get as many animals as we can into their forever 
adoptive homes is very gratifying. 

What are the current conditions of wild horses 
and burros?

Romero: As numbers stand now the wild horse 
and burro population is over-populated. 

Throughout 10 western states, there are 26.9 mil-
lion acres of public lands managed for wild horses, 
wild burros and other species. While this may seem 
like a lot of land, you have to understand that the 

vast majority of these areas 
are arid or semi-arid and 
contain limited resources 
that must not only support 
healthy wild horse and 
burro populations but also 
grazing permittees, min-
eral, oil, and gas develop-
ment, native wildlife, and 
outdoor recreation to name 
a few. 

Congress designated 
BLM a multi-use agency, 
so we have to strive for the 
best balance between all 

stakeholders. As of March 
2017, we estimated that on 
BLM administered lands 
alone there are approxi-

mately 73,000 wild horses and burros. But we have 
determined that to maintain healthy rangelands and 
herds, only about 27,000 should be on the range.

This is causing range degradation and unhealthy 
competition among wild horses, burros and na-
tive wildlife such as elk, deer, pronghorn and sage 
grouse. Wild horses and burros do have predators 
such as mountain lions in some of areas, but they do 
not make a big enough impact on herd numbers to 
help properly manage the populations. With an aver-
age growth rate of 20 percent per year, a wild horse 
or burro herd can double every four years; so, it is up 
to us to properly manage them.

Tabitha Romero is responsible for all the wild horse and burro herds in southern Nevada. She shares 
her work and passion for these special animals that confront constant challenges where water and  
forage is always so precious.

   
Recently, the Rock spent a day with Romero driving across part of her immense region - Red Rock 

Canyon National Conservation Area - inspecting bands of wild horses and monitoring precious watering 
locations ideally fed by natural springs, but during drought conditions reinforced by tanker trucks that 
must navigate rutted and rock-strewn remote paths for a full day.

(Continued on page 22)

“That’s why I love my job,” she says. “It’s rarely 
the same from week to week.”

During spring – which is the busy season – 
Romero will be in the field about three days a week 
monitoring water and forage for the animals – and 
sometimes training volunteers who help her cover 
such a vast region.

She must balance that with constant office work 
such as writing and analyzing environmental assess-
ments and other documents, as well as spending time 
from Red Rock Visitor’s Center to Pahrump and 
Amargosa conducting outreach programs about wild 
horses and burros. 

Another aspect of her wide-ranging job is work-
ing with people adopting wild horses – from inter-
viewing them to inspecting how they are treating the 
animals.

Article and photos by Glenn Ritt

Checking the level of the water storage 
tanks. Water must be hauled to the sites dur-
ing draught conditions.
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to extinction,” and that we cater to cattle ranchers 
or private individuals. This is not the case. We are 
passionate not only about the wild horses and burros, 
but also the rangeland and all activities occurring 
on them. By striking a balance among all these, we 
benefit all parties, not just a few. 

How important are these animals to the sus-
tainable habitat of Red Rock Canyon?

Romero:  Scientific studies prove that sustainable 
numbers of wild horses and burros on the rangelands 
can benefit native wildlife. Wild burros provide fine 
fuel management with their grazing and help create 
better soil conditions in some areas. They also create 
great hiking trails. I always tell people if you go for 
a hike find a burro trail because it’s going to be the 
path of least resistance!

At the same time, 
how do they potentially 
threaten the habitat?

Romero: When over-
populated, wild horses 
and burros can overgraze 
forage, impact soils, and 
severely damage ripar-
ian areas. While this area 
can support healthy herd 
numbers, if they get too 
numerous the results can 
be devastating. We do 
not have the luxury of 
high precipitation and 
lower temperatures here 
in the Mojave. The annual 

rainfall average is roughly four inches, so when our 
desert ecosystems are damaged it can take decades 
for them to recover. You can see evidence of this 
within Red Rock Canyon itself where fires burned 
through 10-20 years ago and recovery has been very 
slow going. 

For those who have never had the chance to 
observe these animals, can you describe them - 
their characteristics, range, predators, interaction 
with people? 

Romero: Wild horses and burros can be very 
different from their domesticated brothers and sisters. 
Typically, they are very distrustful of humans be-
cause they believe that we can be a predator (which 
we were during the Pleistocene era). So, when they 
see people, they will typically head for the hills. But 
when they become accustomed to humans, they are 
more willing to stick around and see what’s going on. 

The wild horses and burros come in all different 
shapes, sizes and colors due to their mixed ancestry; 
and they are very versatile. We have people that have 
adopted wild horses and competed in different disci-
plines such as dressage, reining, endurance, hunter/

jumper, you name it. 
Wild burros have been used for therapy ani-

mals, drawing carts, and even riding if they’re large 
enough. So, you see a lot of these different personal-
ity traits while they are on the range as well. They 
can travel 12-15 miles a day looking for 
food and water. 

Being that they have few, if any, natural 
predators on the range, it’s not often you 
will observe them doing much more than 
posturing to one another when trying to 
determine who is the dominant mare or stal-
lion. 

And as far as interaction with people, 
like I stated before, if you want them to stay wild, 
you have to let them be wild. Observing from a 
distance is fine, but it is never acceptable for a person 
to approach or feed a wild horse or burro. This can 
be very dangerous for your own personal safety; and 
if caught by BLM officials, you will receive a $500 
fine. 

How can someone go about adopting a wild 
horse?

Romero: We have 17 facilities located through-
out the United States. The closest facility to Las 
Vegas is in Ridgecrest, California or Reno. The best 

thing to do is call us at 866-4MUSTANGS, email 
us at wildhorse@blm.gov, or go to BLM.gov/WHB 
to see what the adoption requirements are for a wild 
horse or burro. 

Typically, you will 
need to have six-foot 
panels set up in a space 
no smaller than a 20 
x 20 foot area with a 
shade structure. We 
also work very closely 
with the Mustang 
Heritage Foundation to 
gentle animals before 
they go to adopters. 

Doing this has greatly increased our adoption success 
rate, and it is a great way to get a wild horse or burro 
if you don’t have any holding facilities near you.

How easy is to domesticate it?
Romero: They have had little to no human interac-

tion for the majority of their lives. It’s not necessarily 
more challenging to domesticate them, but you do 
have to work thoroughly and consistently with them 
to gain their trust and to advance them in their train-
ing. They are highly intelligent animals; so, if you try 

At this time, what is the population of wild 
horses and burros in Red Rock Canyon?

Romero:  There are 200 wild horses and a wild 
burro population of approximately 70.

When bands get overpopulated, does BLM let 
them die naturally if they are malnourished, or 
are all horses relocated?

Romero: If there are animals that are in distress 
due to lack of water or forage the BLM typically 
removes them from the range permanently. Dying of 
starvation or dehydration is a very painful death and 
is not a humane form of management. 

How do you go about observing and measuring 
their numbers and impacts?

Romero: We do flight inventory surveys where 
we count the animals from a 
helicopter every two to three 
years. We use a simultaneous 
double-count method where 
we have two observers in front 
and two in back sighting and 
counting animals over prede-
termined flight lines. We fly 
approximately 150-200 feet 
above the ground to better see 
the animals. 

Every year we conduct for-
age utilization surveys of our 
herd management areas. This 
allows us to see how much of a 
key species of forage is being 
consumed on a scale of zero to 
100 percent. We also monitor spring conditions to 
measure impacts to riparian areas from wild horse or 
burro usage. 

When there is drought and water is not natu-
rally arriving for the animals, what happens?

Romero: As an emergency measure, we are 
authorized to haul water to the animals or develop 
springs to allow for better storage of water that is 
naturally occurring. If we haul water for long peri-
ods, then we analyze range conditions and animal 
numbers more closely to determine if we need to 
gather excess animals from the area. 

What do you want the public to know about 
these animals?

Romero: Wild horses and burros are amazing 
creatures, and it’s very special to see them on the 
range. It is important that we preserve and protect 
these animals for future generations to enjoy by 
educating ourselves on current issues and trying to 
collaborate on management decisions with all stake-
holders. 

Some believe that we are “managing the animals (Continued on page 24)

Roaming the Rangeland (Continued from page 21)

A group of mares with a new foal in the northern section of Red Rock Canyon. 

Assessing the amount of available forage. 
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 Red Rock Riding Stables Breakfast Ride

Imagine a one-and-half hour ride through the foothills of the Red Rock 
Mountains followed by a delicious breakfast in the Bonnie Springs  
Restaurant. Lunch and Dinner Rides are also available. Reservations are 
required so please call us 24 hours in advance.  

  

Call us at 702-875-4191 to schedule your Bonnie Springs Adventure. 
Find out more at https://bonniesprings.com/activities/horseback-riding/                    

Image by Mary Sue Kuntz

to speak their language instead of forcing them to 
learn yours, you will set yourself up for success. 

Last year, BLM rounded up many wild horses. 
What happened to them? Is this typical and if so, 
how often are there round ups?

Romero: BLM only gathered approximately 
4,000 animals. It didn’t even cover the foal crop from 
last year. Unless an animal is injured or very emaci-
ated and unhealthy, we take all gathered animals to 
corral facilities. Their age is determined, they are 
vaccinated, given a health assessment, gelded and 
provided a freeze mark. 

The BLM attempts to find a 
home for every animal gathered 
from the range; however, when 
an animal is not adopted or sold, 
they are eventually sent to the 
Midwest and Great Plains where 
they spend the rest of their lives 
on open pasture land under con-
tract for their use. 

Gathers are typically conducted in areas where 
animal populations are very high, range conditions 
have deteriorated, or animal conditions have wors-
ened. Since wild horses and burros are located within 
so many different areas, we have to prioritize who 
gets to gather and how many and for what reason. 

Why are there so much activist protests about 
round ups?

Romero: Miseducation is the number-one enemy 
of the wild horse and burro program. We are as trans-
parent as possible. If you have access to our website, 
then you have access to pretty much everything we 
are currently doing within the program. 

Many people are convinced that we send all the 
animals to slaughter, that we run them down with 
helicopters, beat them or kill them for no reason. 
They think that people who pay to have their animals 
graze on public lands are receiving large subsidies 
from the government, and that we are “managing 
the wild horses and burros to extinction.” These are 
all very far from the truth. That is why we focus so 
much on outreach and education. We want people to 
know about how we manage the program and be as 
involved as possible. 

Within the wild horse and burro program, we 
have very high humane animal 
welfare standards for the treatment 
of the animals, and we do every-
thing we can to lessen their stress, 
whether it be during a gather or on 
rangelands. 

The genus Equus evolved in 
North America, but became extinct 
10,000-13,000 years ago. Horses 

were not reintroduced here until the Spaniards ar-
rived in the early 1500’s. Burros evolved in Africa 
and were never found in North America until they 
were brought over by the Spaniards in the 1500’s. 

The ecology of North America has changed 
drastically since that time, and while it is possible to 
have healthy populations of wild horses and burros 
throughout the western United States, they need to be 
managed. 

It is an emotional issue and a very complicated, 
multi-faceted one at that. But, we have to strike a 
balance in order to have healthy herds and healthy 
rangelands.

Roaming the Rangeland (Continued from page 23)
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Do you have your Red Rock Canyon License Plate?

April through June  2018 Red Rock Canyon 
Calendar of Event

Published Events 
the Rock

Date Event What is it? Contact
4/2 & 4/16 Light Trail Maintenance Defining and maintaining the trails Susan Murphy  susan@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

4/6 Last Day Grant Applications Last day to apply for busing grants Linda Vetter   busgrant@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

4/7 Big Band Sounds College of Southern Nevada Big Band plays in the 
amphitheater from 1 to 2 pm

Janis Kadlec jkadlec@redrockcanyonlv.org

4/6 & 4/20 Canyon Cleanup Neat Freaks rejoice and join the fun! Liz Carmer  ccu@friendsofredrockcanyon.org
4/9 & 4/23 Native Plant Team Can you dig it? Help us go green at the Rock Shari Young  npt@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

4/10 Friends Board Meeting Meeting in the REI Community Room info@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

4/10 Traffic Study Training Help us figure out what to do with all these cars! 
Visitor Center Classroom.

Chad Kooistra  chadkooistra@thegreatbasininstitute.org

4/14 Wildflower Day Take a walk on the wild side Cody Dix   cdix@snconservancy.org
4/14 Natural Resource Workday Trail repair or improving Red Rock Wyatt Mulvey  nr@friendsofredrockcanyon.org
4/14 Member Recruiting Drive Sign up at the Visitor Center Mary Labie  mary@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

4/16 Walkway Application Deadline Deadline for Memorial Day Walkway Installation Cam Camburn  tilesale@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

4/18 Tort Habitat Volunteer Training Learn about the best volunteer job at the Rock (one 
session required)

Sue & Roger Kolar  torts@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

4/21 Red Rock Day Community Volunteer Event Cal Howell  702-515-5350

4/21 Tort Habitat Volunteer Training Learn about the best volunteer job at the Rock (one 
session required)

Sue & Roger Kolar  torts@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

4/29 to 5/4 Las Vegas Science & Tech Week Information table in the Visitor Center Jim Cribbs  702-515-5365

5/4 & 5/18 Canyon Cleanup Neat Freaks rejoice and join the fun! Liz Carmer  ccu@friendsofredrockcanyon.org
5/4 Annual Photo Contest Accepting entries from 2 to 4 p.m. photo@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

5/5 & 5/6 Annual Photo Contest Accepting entries from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. photo@friendsofredrockcanyon.org
5/7 & 5/21 Light Trail Maintenance Defining and maintaining the trails Susan Murphy  susan@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

5/8 Friends Board Meeting Meeting in the REI Community Room info@friendsofredrockcanyon.org
5/12 Quarterly Member Meeting Join Friends for updates and breakfast Ronni Tomlinson ronni@friendsofredrockcanyon.org
5/12 Natural Resource Workday Trail repair or improving Red Rock Wyatt Mulvey  nr@friendsofredrockcanyon.org
5/14 Native Plant Team Can you dig it? Help us go green at the Rock Shari Young  npt@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

5/18 Endangered Species Day Learn what you can do to help. Ongoing at the 
Visitor Center

Cody Dix   cdix@snconservancy.org

5/19 Member Recruiting Drive Sign up at the Visitor Center Mary Labie  mary@friendsofredrockcanyon.org
5/19 Ice Cream Social Volunteer celebration Cal Howell  702 515-5350
5/26 Butterfly Day Float in. Ongoing at the Visitor Center Cody Dix   cdix@snconservancy.org

5/29 Red Rock Campground Red Rock Canyon Campground closes until August 
31

Wendy Eshliman 702-515-5350

6/9 Member Recruiting Drive Sign up at the Visitor Center Mary Labie  mary@friendsofredrockcanyon.org
6/9 Natural Resource Workday Trail repair or improving Red Rock Wyatt Mulvey  nr@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

6/12 Friends Board Meeting Meeting in the REI Community Room info@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

6/13 Tort Habitat Volunteer Training Learn about the best volunteer job at the Rock (one 
session required)

Sue & Roger Kolar  torts@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

6/17 to 6/23 National Pollinator Week Information table in the Visitor Center Jim Cribbs  702-515-5365
6/21 Public Meeting All the latest from the Rock Catrina Williams  702-515-5350

6/23 Annual Photo Contest Awards Reception and Photo Returns (9:30 to 11:30) photo@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

pat@friendsofredrockcanyon.org 1 of 1 Updates to P. Williams by 03/09/2018


