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Publishing/Lay-Out — Pat Williams       
 Articles Editor —  Sharon Schaaf     

Creative Editor — Rob Tuvell

Photographer —  Roger Hembree

 
Editorial Committee

Cam Camburn     
Norm Kresge   

Joe & Mary Labie   
Sharon Schaaf   

Rob & Marilyn Tuvell
Articles for publication consideration should be sent to 

news@friendsofredrockcanyon.org or mailed to the Rock  

P.O. Box 97  Blue Diamond, NV  89004. Submissions 

for the Rock should meet the thematic guidelines as 

established by the editorial staff. All submissions are 

subject to editing for subject matter, length and relevance 

to Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area.

 the Rock is published quarterly by Friends of Red Rock 

Canyon, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, for the benefit 

of Friends members and supporters. Publication and 

mailing costs are subsidized with limited mission-specific 

advertising. Statements, opinions and points of view 

expressed by writers are their own and may not reflect 

those of Friends of Red Rock Canyon.

 Our mission is the preservation and enhancement of 

Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area. Friends 

provides volunteers and funding for projects such as 

environmental education, natural and cultural resource 

protection, teacher workshops, community volunteer work 

days, transportation grants for Red Rock field trips and 

other services. The organization receives no federal funds 

but is provided with office space and telephone service 

by the Bureau of Land Management. The main office for 

Friends of Red Rock Canyon is located in the Red Rock 

Canyon National Conservation Area Administrative 

Building, 1000 Scenic Drive Las Vegas, NV  89161. 

Annual individual membership is $25. Board meetings 

are held on the third Friday of each month and general 

membership meetings are held quarterly. Time and 

locations for the meetings may be obtained by calling 

(702) 515-5360. 

 For more information visit our website at www.

friendsofredrockcanyon.org  or find us on Facebook. 

Over 75 members and guests attended the May 
Friends Membership Breakfast Meeting 

sponsored by Bonnie Springs Ranch.

Board President Chuck Williams presented financial 
updates and organizational accomplishments, including 
the wonderful news that our Transportation Grant 

Membership Meeting
Updates from the May general membership meeting

Our board - http://www.friendsofredrockcanyon.org/officers.php
Committee Chairs - http://www.friendsofredrockcanyon.org/committees.php

Program exceeded past 
records for applications 
and grant awards: More 
than 63 buses, totaling 
over $14,000, were 
funded by Friends 
grants.

Guest speakers 
from Tule Springs 
Fossil Beds National 
Monument, National 
Park Service 
Superintendent Jon Burpee and Protector of Tule 
Spring’s Stan Nudelman, shared the triumphs and 
challenges they’ve encountered since the area 
received protected status in December 2014.

The Annual Meeting will be on Saturday, September 
17, and will include voting on the annual operating 
budget as well as the elections of president, vice 
president and director.

2564 Red Rock License 
Plates

on the road

Income between October 1, 2015, and March 31, 2016 - $86,612

Expenses between October 1, 2015, and March 31, 2016 - $92,470*
Note: Expenses exceeded income due to the January – March Milkweed Project 
expenses being reimbursed after April 1, 2016.

Our members donated 12,868 volunteer hours between 
October 1, 2015 and March 31, 2016  valued at almost 
$300,000.
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Member Updates
Welcome to our newest members of the Friends of Red Rock Canyon family!

Sharon’s Slant
Happy Birthday National Parks!

By Sharon Schaaf

Both books are available at the Elements Gift & Book Shop in the Red Rock Canyon Visitor Center.

This year our country celebrates the 100th birthday of the National Park 
Service. Giving us a better insight into the 

work the park rangers do is “Park Ranger Sequel: More 
True Stories from a Ranger’s Career in America’s National 
Parks” written by Nancy Eileen Muleady-Mecham. In the 
book, she shares 28 stories from her career in the National 
Park Service as a Ranger Naturalist and Protection Ranger.

Nancy has worked in Grand Canyon, Sequoia, Death Valley 
and Everglades National Parks; and that’s not the complete 
list. Her stories are as diverse as the parks she has served. 
Nancy has delivered a baby in a helicopter over Sequoia, 
rescued inexperienced hikers in Grand Canyon’s extreme 
heat and car accident victims in its extreme cold, led a canoe 
expedition in the Everglades and helped capture criminals. 
She has been bitten by a scorpion, electrocuted and suffered 
a broken leg. 

The book also features ten pages of color photos from the 
author’s career and a glossary of terms from 12-lead (a type 
of EKG) to VIP (volunteer in park).

Now retired from full-time service, Nancy still serves 
seasonally in the parks, teaches biology at Northern Arizona 
University and works as a nurse in Flagstaff.

Written for children by Dayna Higgins, 
“My Ranger Years: From 

Junior Ranger to Park Ranger” does a great job telling 
the story of a young man as he follows in his dad’s 
footsteps and becomes a park ranger. 

The story begins in Sequoia National Park in California 
where the young boy’s dad is a park ranger. He describes 
his trips to national parks with family and friends, his 
participation in the junior ranger program and his decision 
to become a park ranger himself. The book includes many 
fun facts about the parks such as, “Crater Lake is the 
deepest lake in the United States at 1,943 feet deep.”

Illustrated by Sheralyn Barnes, the book looks like 
a personal journal with photos, illustrations and other 
memorabilia taped into place within the text.

Canh Anderson  Jeff Ankenman   Yekaterina Bardash
Sid Blum   Esther Blum   Jonathan Burpee
Janet Buttling  Suzanne Carpenter Beth Finicle
Jacki Gluck   David Guyett  Joseph Hauser
Penny Hauser  Tamra Hillman  Teresa Hines
Curt Hobson  Timothy Johnson  Margie Klein
Ashley Lee   Aaron Leifheit  Joshua Millan  
Stan Nudelman  Christopher Pauls  James Pearson  
Lewis Pratt   Glenn Ritt   Casey Steenhoven  
Meagan Steenhoven Molly Steenhoven  Jeanne R.  Tinsman 
Joan Urraro   Joseph Vera   Annis Verdugo  
Nick Vitale   Laurie Zuniga

By Mary E. Labie

Welcome Becky J. Kerna
Our newest Recruiting Team member 

Becky and her husband, Mike, joined Friends in January 2016. Becky had her first 
volunteer experience with recruiting at the Visitor Center on 
April 1 when she signed a new membership. She is a native 
Pennsylvanian and earned a Marketing Degree at Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania. Becky and Mike currently live 
part-time in Elko and Henderson and have been Nevadans 
for the past 30 years. She is a Lamoille member and future 
Green Valley member of the General Federation of Wom-
en’s Clubs, an international women’s organization dedi-
cated to community improvement by enhancing the lives of 
others through volunteer service. Her hobbies are quilting 
and machine embroidery.

Growth in Membership is Necessary
When you read the “Welcome New Members” above, it is not unusual to think that we 
have enough members. Growth is a continual effort even though our number has topped 
400. As with any organization, members come and go for a variety of reasons. That is 
why recruiting, sponsoring and gifting are very important parts of our ongoing efforts.

Come to Red Rock Canyon for World Ranger Day on July 29
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dried plant parts, pressed flowers and rock 
specimens, displayed on shelves or on the 
wall and, of course, insects in the freezer. 
The interpretive naturalists at Red Rock 
Canyon have their own stores of natural 
items including rocks, fossils, pelts, skulls, 
horns, antlers, shells, nests, talons, feathers, 
taxidermy animal specimens and Riker 
mounts of plants. 

All of these are procured for interpretive 
and educational uses, with 

permission from 
the Bureau of Land 
Management. Remember 
that, for the general 
public, natural items 
cannot be collected 
at our National 
Conservation Area. 

(Continued on next page)

What objects of wonder hide in 
the naturalist’s closet?  Ever 

since the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, 
students of natural history have kept their 
own collections of specimens from the natural 
world. They called them “curiosity cabinets.” 
At a time when daring scientists were exploring 
the far reaches of the earth and discovering 
unknown species of flora and fauna, heretofore 
unimagined natural oddities were kept in display 
cabinets for all to marvel at. At the time, it was 
a hobby of the wealthy, who were able to travel, 
collect and sometimes buy rare specimens. 
Curiosity cabinets became especially popular in 
Victorian times in the 1800s.  

Around the time Linnaeus devised the 
binomial taxonomy system for organisms, in 
the mid-1700s, the function of these collections 
evolved from a mere collection of wonders 

to an organization of specimens, a tool for 
classifying and naming the many new species 
that were being found around the world. They 
became the precursor to modern natural history 
museums. Since then, scientists have been 
collecting and adding to these museums. Most 
natural history museums have warehouses 

full of specially stored evidential 
pieces of the earth’s history. Those 
who think they have discovered 
a new species consult these 
archives for comparative studies. 
The collections can also verify 
the “type specimen” for a species, 
showing the typical or characteristic 
features. Finally, specimen 
collections document the location 
and occurrence of a plant, animal 
or geologic feature over time. This 
is vital information for tracking 
changes to the earth.  

Nowadays, naturalists, 
professional and amateur alike, 
gather their own findings to study 
and think about. Many have their 
own collections scattered about 

their house or work area. Sometimes specimens 
can be found in a freezer, much to the surprise 
of curious eyes. My personal collection includes 

(The Naturalist’s Cabinet continued from page 6)

Nature’s Connection
The Naturalist’s Cabinet

Graffiti Begone!  
You’re not welcome here.

The Red Spring area of Red Rock Canyon is, for the 
most part, a quiet and serene location — perfect  

for a picnic with friends, a hike on the trails or just listening 
to the special sounds of the canyon. 

Sadly, Ash Spring 
seems to attract 
those who don’t 
seem to know that 
they are vandalizing 
what they own. This 
old home foundation 
within the 
conservation area is 
tagged too often.

Thank you to Friends members Beth Dixon and Chuck 
Williams for removing this eyesore from the Rock. 

Fold-out engraving from Ferrante Imperato’s Dell’Historia Naturale 
(Naples 1599), the earliest illustration of a natural history cabinet. 

Wikipedia.

An early eighteenth-century German Schrank with a  
display of corals. Naturkundenmuseum Berlin.

Wikipedia

Part of the Red Rock Canyon Interpretive Association’s “Curiosity Cabinet.” 
Photo by Margie Klein

By Margie Klein  Photos by Beth Dixon
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It’s been an exciting spring in and out 
of the habitat. We took Maxine and 

Lucie to see Dr. Nick Vitale at Desert Inn Animal 
Hospital. X-rays showed that Maxine had a huge 
bladder stone, about the size of an apple. Lucie 
also had a bladder stone but it was walnut sized. 
Dr. Vitale recommended that both torts have 
the stones removed and get spayed. Maxine and 
Lucie had surgery in mid-April.

You have to understand that these torts live 
outside all year at Red Rock Canyon. They 
do not enjoy riding in the car. They think air 
conditioning is an evil plot. They are sure the 
vet’s waiting room, with all the snarling dogs, 
is the seventh level of hell! They’ve never had 
anesthesia and so on… Needless to say, the 
entire Tort Team had all of our fingers 
crossed for a successful outcome.

We got the news that Dr. Vitale was 
able to remove Maxine’s bladder stone 
in pieces through incisions in front of 
her rear legs. Lucie’s bladder stone 
came out in one piece. Everyone was 
overjoyed. 

They stayed at the animal hospital for a 
few days and then came rehab…

Both tortoises needed injections of painkillers 
and antibiotics. They also couldn’t get dirt or 
water in their incisions. We were planning to let 
them rehab at Red Rock in the Tort Habitat, but 
that just wouldn’t work; so they came to live at 
our house. We bought enormous bins to replace 
their dirt burrows and we built a “corral” of  
furniture on our concrete patio. So they spent 
part of every day in our kitchen and part of the 
day on our patio. Lucie recovered more rapidly 
than Maxine. Lucie ate every day and discovered 
she could actually steal food from Maxine! It 
took Maxine longer to start eating, but when she 
did, no dandelion green was safe.

Unfortunately, Lucie could see the dirt and 
plants in our backyard through the patio furniture 

barrier. She was determined to escape. With 
her head up, eyes sharp, she would patrol the 
perimeter looking for weaknesses. She found 
she could wedge her shell under furniture, lift it 
up, and sneak out. If a pot or chair or rock could 
be moved, she would keep trying to get it out of 
the way. She was relentless. Maxine was much 
more chilled and just kept watching and possibly 
chuckling at Lucie.

Finally, on June 3rd Maxine and Lucie came 
back to Red Rock. Dr. Vitale came to the habitat 
and removed the stitches from their incisions. 
Maxine and Lucie walked all the way to the 
furthest reaches of the habitat! They seem really 
happy to be back in the dirt. Dr. Vitale examined 
all of our other tortoises and noted that Betty 

could have a bladder stone but Libby 
was fat! Most of the tortoises are very 
healthy. Libby and Betty had x-rays to 
determine if they have bladder stones; 
Libby was not fat! She was simply  
eating for 10. Betty does have a bladder 
stone and will have surgery soon. Hugo 
may have vision problems, as he has 
been biting at kale and missing. We 
know that’s not intentional! 

We’d especially like to thank Dr. Nick 
Vitale for all of his help; he’s been great!

Tort Tattler          Maxine & Lucie Return

Maxine with her apple-sized 
bladder stone.

Lucie with the smaller bladder 
stone.

Roger and Sue Kolar medicating 
Maxine.

Lucie pigging out on all the kale 
and dandelion greens.

Lucie plotting the Great Escape. Lucie and Maxine sharing lunch 
in the Tort Corral.

Lucie, grateful to be home, kisses 
the ground in front of her burrow.

Dr. Vitale giving Willie a clean bill 
of health.

Mike Evans, Hugo and Dr. Vitale 
during Hugo’s exam.

An explanation for Libby’s weight 
gain: Eggs. Lots and lots of eggs.

Betty’s x-ray shows a bladder 
stone. Surgery will be soon. 

Article by Sue & Roger Kolar
Photos by Sue Kolar & Pat Williams
X-rays by Dr. Nick Vitale 
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First time entrants. New ways to see 
the Rock. Unbelievable close-

ups of desert plants and rarely seen animals. 
Breathtaking landscapes. All of these and more 
were represented at the 17th Annual Red Rock 
Canyon Photo Contest.

The images ranged from the classic 
landscape photos to the rare and seldom seen 
(or photographed) plants hidden within the 
boundaries of Red Rock Canyon. There were 
images of the wildlife that have adapted and 
thrived in this harsh environment. Mountain 
landscapes that changed with the sun were also 
presented for review. 

Over 120 photographs were submitted by 28 
photographers who regularly hike the canyon 
in search for images that most people don’t 
get to see: the rare plants, the early morning 
images, the storms and the wildlife. All of the 
photos were amazing. 

Volunteers and hikers have long known about 
the hidden beauty of the Rock but, through the 
Annual Photo Contest, Friends of Red Rock 
Canyon and the Bureau of Land Management 
are able to share these seldom seen sides of 
Red Rock Canyon. This is one of the most 
incredible and satisfying parts of the photo 
contest – the ability to show the thousands of 
area guests the hidden visions of Red Rock 
Canyon. 

(Continued on next page)

The Photo Contest is another small way 
to show the importance of preserving and 
protecting these incredible lands, which belong 
to all of us. 

Red Rock Canyon is owned, protected and 
cherished by the people of the United States. 
It is managed by the National Conservation 
Lands, a part of the Bureau of Land 
Management, for the benefit of this and future 
generations. 

We hope you like viewing these photos – a 
small portion of the contest entries – as a little 
window into your lands. 

Snap Chat A look at the 2016 Photo Contest

Enjoy what you own.

By Pat Williams

“Color in the Storm”  Gareth Pearson

“Wild Little Big Horns”  Roger Hembree

“Meadow’s Promise”  Tim Johnson 

“Cruisin’  the Rock”  Carlos Fuentes

“Sugar Coated”  Robert Szabo

“Flowing Beauty in the Desert”  Gareth Pearson

“Rare Chalk-Live-Forever”  Liz Carmer
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Now 
that it’s 
summer and 
we’re warm, 
let’s start 
planning our 
cool weather 
hikes. There 
is a relatively 
new trail at 
Valley of Fire 
State Park 
called the Fire 
Wave that’s 
only about a 
half mile each 
way, but you 
can extend 
the distance 
by exploring. The story goes that this trail 
was the result of some German tourists just 
exploring at the Valley of Fire and they came 
upon this depression with striped sandstone — 

certainly not 
as beautiful 
as the famous 
Wave in 
Coyote Buttes 
in Utah/
Arizona — 
but pretty 
enough. When 
the tourists 
returned 
home, they 
posted photos 
of the hike 
on a tourist 

website, 
and 
German 
tourists 
started 
asking at 
the Visitor 
Center at 
Valley of 
Fire where 
this hike 
was. Now 
it’s marked 
and enjoyed 
by many 
hikers.

This is 
a short 
trail that 
is slightly 

downhill on the way to the Fire Wave. You 
walk through very fine sand on the beginning 
part of 
the trail, 
skirting a 
beautiful 
deep red 
sandstone 
outcrop. 
Then you 
arrive at 
sandstone 
that’s 
almost flat. 
It looks 
like it was 
poured there 
when it was wet and it dried.

Ta k e  a  H i k e!
The Fire Wave at Valley of Fire

Article and Photos 
By Norm Kresge

It’s not too much more walking along this 
flatter sandstone when you arrive above a large 
basin that’s been named the Fire Wave. There 
are lots of places to explore in the area and I 
was there when the yucca were blooming. There 
is a major wash south of the Fire Wave that 
looks like an interesting place for exploring. 
Of course, stay out of this area if the weather 
is threatening a storm. This is the area that had 
so many waterfalls and trapped tourists when it 
rained during the winter. The way back to the 
parking lot is a gentle upgrade.  

Since this is a short hike, you’ll have time to 
hike Mouse’s Tank or White Domes to fill-out 
your day trip to Valley of Fire.

Getting there:  Take the 15 north to Exit 75 
and follow the signs to Valley of Fire. This is 
a state park and does not accept passes issued 
by the federal government agencies. There is 
a $10 entrance fee. Once past the fee booth, 
follow the main highway to the turnoff for the 
Visitor Center and Mouse’s Tank Road. Follow 
Mouse’s 
Tank Road. 
There are 
several 
parking 
lots that are 
now clearly 
marked. The 
Fire Wave is 
parking area 
#3. Cross 
the road and 
you’ll see the 
sign for the 
trail.  

Happy 
hiking!

(Continued on next page)

The Fire Wave

Signage at parking area #3

Choosing the route

Yucca in bloom
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Y o u r  T i m e  M a t t e r s !
Please remember to report your volunteer contributions

By Mary E. Labie

“Why do I need to document my volunteer contributions? What difference could 
my donated time make?” 

The answers might surprise you...

Red Rock depends on your contributions:  
• A portion of the Bureau of Land Manage-

ment’s (BLM) federally allocated budget 
needed to operate Red Rock Canyon Nation-
al Conservation Area is based upon docu-
mented volunteer hours.

• Your combined annual contributions, equal-
ing more than 12 full-time employees, docu-
ments the on-the-ground work that could not 
have been completed by BLM since their 
budget does not allow for additional em-
ployees.  

Friends depend on your contributions: 
• Reported volunteer hours have a direct im-

pact on Friends overall fund raising success. 
Your volunteer contributions play a key role 
in our ability to apply for and receive grant 
funding.

• Your volunteer contributions are an impor-
tant part of the Friends Annual Report and 
Federal tax return.

• Your documented volunteer service rein-
forces Friends commitment to Red Rock 
Canyon.

And it’s important to YOU!
There are some great perks for volunteers who donate 40 hours or more a year. 
• The BLM presents annual passes, based on your documented volunteer service, ranging 

from a Red Rock pass to the America the Beautiful pass. 
• Friends members who volunteer more than 40 hours during the Fiscal Year are also eligible 

for a complimentary invitation to the Friends Annual Volunteer Appreciation and Awards 
event held in November of each year.

Members who volunteer more than 100 hours during the Fiscal Year are additionally eligible 
for the Friends Volunteer Appreciation Reward Program and the Presidential Points of Light 
recognition.

When should you record your volunteer hours? How do you know what to log?
WHEN: Reporting volunteer hours on a weekly or monthly schedule works well for most people. 
Regardless of your reporting method, we must have all hours recorded or reported by the end of 
our fiscal year – September 30, 2016.

WHAT: Report all the hours you’ve spent in training, meetings, actual volunteer work and driving 
to and from the Rock.

There are two easy ways to document your volunteer hours:
1. Use the volunteer log book at the Information Desk in the Visitor Center. 
2. Log-in to our automated Volunteer Information Center (VIC) and do it from home. Contact 

Chuck Williams at chuck@friendsofredrockcanyon.org if you need instructions on how to 
use VIC.



Date Event What is it? Contact
7/6, 16 
& 20 Native Plant Team A morning of revitalizing the landscaping

at the Rock
Carol Swearingen  
npt@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

7/9 Member Recruiting Drive Sign up at the Visitor Center Mary Labie    mary@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

7/10 Authors & Artists Kathie Clinesmith - Gourd Art Demonstration Jennifer Vincent   jvincent@rrcia.com

7/12, 19 
& 26 The Canyon Club for Kids Discover natural and cultural history at Red 

Rock Canyon Cody Dix   702-515-5367

7/15 & 29 Canyon Cleanup Neat Freaks rejoice and join the fun! Liz Carmer    ccu@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

7/29 World Ranger Day Visit with rangers from various parks Janis Kadlec and Kate Sorom  702-515-5367

8/2, 9 
& 16 The Canyon Club for Kids Discover natural and cultrual history at Red 

Rock Canyon Cody Dix  702-515-5367

8/6 Astronomy Night See the stars at the Rock Kate Sorom  702-515-5350

8/10, 20 
& 24 Native Plant Team A morning of revitalizing the landscaping 

at the Rock
Carol Swearingen  
npt@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

8/12 & 26 Canyon Cleanup Neat Freaks rejoice and join the fun! Liz Carmer    ccu@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

8/13 Member Recruiting Drive Sign up at the Visitor Center Mary Labie  mary@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

8/14 Authors & Artists Authors of Seekers, Saints & Scoundrels Jennifer Vincent    jvincent@rrcia.com

8/19 Friends Board Meeting Meeting in the REI Community Room info@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

9/1 Applications for bus grants 
accepted

Grant applications accepted from 9/1/16 
to 4/1/17

Linda Vetter   
busgrant@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

9/2 Red Rock Campground Reopens for the season 702-515-5350

9/7, 17 
& 21 Native Plant Team A morning of revitalizing the landscaping 

at the Rock
Carol Swearingen  
npt@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

9/10 Natural Resource Workday Trail repair or improving Red Rock Wyatt Mulvey  nr@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

9/10 Member Recruiting Drive Sign up at the Visitor Center Mary Labie  mary@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

9/10 Tort Habitat Volunteer Training Learn about the best volunteer job at the Rock Sue & Roger Kolar  torts@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

9/11 Authors & Artists Rob Tuvell - Paintings and Prints Jennifer Vincent   jvincent@rrcia.com

9/11 Patriot Day 15 Year anniversary of 9/11 attack

9/16 Friends Board Meeting Meeting in the REI Community Room info@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

9/17 Annual Member Meeting Election of officers and budget vote Pat Williams  pat@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

9/23 Canyon Cleanup Neat Freaks rejoice and join the fun! Liz Carmer    ccu@friendsofredrockcanyon.org

9/24 National Public Lands Day FEE FREE DAY - The community comes out 
for a morning of fun projects Cal Howell   702-515-5350

Calendar of Events at Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area


